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Sameer Chhabria 
Board President

Message From the Board President and Executive Director

Message from our Board President & Executive Director

Neha Gill 
Executive Director

Dear Friend and Supporter,

2016 was a significant year at Apna Ghar! We expanded our services and grew as an organization. Each year with your 
help, Apna Ghar conducts outreach and advocacy and provides critical services to survivors of gender violence, a global 
human rights violation and public health concern. 

In this annual report, we want to share with you what your contributions mean to Apna Ghar and the communities we 
serve. In calendar year 2016 Apna Ghar reached more than 5,000 women, children, and men through outreach and direct 
services including our 24-hour crisis line, housing services, comprehensive case management, individual and group 
counseling, legal advocacy, and supervised visitation and safe exchange services. 

We completed construction on our new safe home and held a formal opening and ribbon cutting ceremony with Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, First Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Family and Support Services, Alderman James 
Cappleman, chief of staff Tressa Feher and other representatives from the city. Our open house events included visits from 
our funders, donors and partners, as well as Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky and Senator Dick Durbin and their staff. 
State Senator Heather Steans also visited with her staff and Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan, State Representative 
Kelly Cassidy and Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer sent staff. We deeply appreciate their support and yours. 

We have restarted our transitional housing program to provide longer term, stable housing along with critical services for 
survivors and their families. We added a court liaison position and formalized our partnership with the domestic violence 
court in Chicago, and created stronger partnerships with other courts in the county. We are working with Inspire Action for 
Social Change to develop a research based model for enhanced supervised visitation and safe exchange services, which 
will be among the first in the country. We laid the groundwork to establish a presence in the north and northwest suburbs 
and we look forward to sharing more news about that later in the year! 

Our talented and dedicated boards, staff and volunteers, the courageous survivors we’re privileged to serve, you our 
generous donors, and our extended community propel our work in the movement to end gender violence. Globally, one 
in three women is affected by this violence over the course of her lifetime. This is a terrible statistic, but with your support 
we can transform lives one at a time while taking important steps to end this violence.

We sincerely thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to achieving more together this year, and in the 
years to come!

Sameer Chhabria Neha Gill
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More information at www. nnedv.org and www.api-gbv.org 

Globally, 38% of murders of 
women are COMMITTED BY AN  

INTIMATE PARTNER.

1 IN 3 women will experience 
gender violence over the course 
of her lifetime

What is Gender Violence? 

Every year,  
3.3 MILLION CHILDREN GLOBALLY are 
exposed to domestic violence.

Recent immigrants to the United States who experience 
gender violence often face additional barriers that make it 
especially difficult for them to reach out for help or receive 
services. These may include:

•	Community or extended-family attitudes, such as SILENCING, 
SHAMING AND VICTIM-BLAMING 

•	 WITHHOLDING OF PASSPORTS and other papers 
•	 THREATS OF DEPORTATION or child abduction 
•	 LANGUAGE BARRIERS
•	 LIMITED ACCESS TO BANK ACCOUNTS and  

communication technologies
•	Economic and IMMIGRATION-STATUS BARRIERS
•	Cultural and religious barriers

IMMIGRANT SURVIVORS OF GENDER VIOLENCE 
FACE UNIQUE BARRIERS

EVERY 7 OR 9 SECONDS  in 
the United States, a woman 

was physically assaulted

GENDER VIOLENCE DEFINED

All acts of violence upon women or those who 
fall outside dominant cultural gender norms, that 
result in physical, sexual, psychological, economic 
harm or suffering. These can include survivors of 
human trafficking, forced marriage, intimate partner 
violence, or other forms of family violence. Threats 
or acts of coercion and deprivation of liberty can 
occur in public or in private life. GENDER VIOLENCE IS NOT JUST PHYSICAL 

ABUSE AND CAN ALSO INCLUDE:
•	 emotional and verbal abuse
•	 intensive surveillance, cyber-stalking, monitoring 

cell phones and utilizing multiple technologies
•	 withholding food, healthcare, medication, 

adequate clothing, and hygiene products
•	 financial abuse such as restricting access to bank 

accounts, monitoring activity, or identity theft
•	 hyper-exploitation of household labor to serve 

members of the extended family

41-61% of Asian women 
report experiencing physical 

and/or sexual violence by 
an intimate partner during 

their lifetime

ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS 
comprise the largest group of people 

trafficked into the U.S.

RESEARCH SHOWS that children 
who witness domestic violence exhibit 
anxiety, low self esteem, depression, 
anger, and are at much greater risk to 
repeat the cycle as adults. 
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Apna Ghar developed its own service 
model through a research collaboration with 
the Center for Urban Research and Learning 

(CURL) at Loyola University, 

Transcending Boundaries: Investigating 
Domestic Violence among Immigrant 

Women

At Apna Ghar we are issue-based and community-focused
 
We provide comprehensive intervention and prevention services aimed at helping 
survivors of gender violence achieve safety, stability and self sufficiency

We conduct outreach, provide community education, training and technical 
assistance in an effort to raise awareness about gender violence while providing 
resources and information on culturally appropriate service based responses

We conduct systems and policy level advocacy in partnership with advocacy 
groups to improve overall conditions for the survivors we serve

Together we can end gender violence

Apna Ghar’s Service Model
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LEGAL ADVOCACY Guides and Supports

Apna Ghar’s legal advocates guide survivors through the legal system, 
help them understand their options and help them access available 
remedies, including obtaining civil orders of protection, pressing 
criminal charges, obtaining crime victims’ compensation, filing for 
divorce, custody and support, as well as immigration benefits through 
protective statuses such as the Violence Against Women Act. Advocates 
help clients obtain legal representation through an in-house family law 
legal clinic and partnerships with area legal aid agencies and volunteer 
attorneys. 

Impact of Programs and Services

CRISIS LINE When Time Matters Most

The 24-hour crisis line serves as the primary point of access for those 
seeking help from Apna Ghar, and is in operation 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. Our staff and volunteers address the immediate safety needs of 
callers, who can connect to our services, get referrals to other programs, 
and get information about options available to them. 

SAFE HOUSING Empowers
Our safe home/emergency shelter provides survivors fleeing violence 
and trauma a home-like atmosphere where they can begin their journeys 
of healing and empowerment, and start reclaiming their lives. Care is 
taken to maintain a culturally sensitive, secure, and healing environment. 
While at the shelter, survivors receive wrap around services, including 
counseling and therapy, legal advocacy, and case management services.

Transitional housing apartments offer a longer-term housing option for 
survivors who need extra time to continue to work towards goals of 
stability and self-sufficiency. While in our housing programs, survivors 
also receive case management and other wrap-around services 
including counseling, legal advocacy, and supervised visitation and safe 
exchange.

Responded with information and referrals  to 1,800 calls in 2016

Provided safe housing to 91  women and children survivors in 2016

Assisted 191 survivors in accessing justice in 2016
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COUNSELING Helps Overcome Trauma
Apna Ghar’s counselors provide individual and group services including 
psycho-social education, narrative therapy, support groups, expressive 
art therapy, and conflict management to help adult and child survivors 
process the trauma of abuse. Counseling helps survivors overcome the 
trauma associated with gender violence and empowers them as they 
embark on their journeys towards stability and self-sufficiency.

CASE MANAGEMENT Provides Resources
Apna Ghar’s case management services are offered to our residential 
and nonresidential program participants to ensure long term stability 
and self-sufficiency. Our staff work with program participants to develop 
action plans and connect participants to community resources to meet 
health care, educational, employment, permanent housing, financial and 
other critical needs.

SUPERVISED VISITATION AND SAFE EXCHANGE Provides Stability
Apna Ghar’s supervised visitation and safe exchange (SVSE) program 
provides a safe place where children can interact with the parent 
who has used violence in the presence of a trained facilitator. It is an 
opportunity for a relationship to form and develop in a comfortable, 
non-threatening and conflict-free environment. We also offer a safe 
location for parents to pick up and drop off their children when the 
courts determine that parents may have unsupervised visits. These safe-
exchanges are also facilitated by Apna Ghar’s trained staff.

In 2016 we added a court liaison position to provide training to court 
personnel and to support families seeking child based remedies in 
domestic violence cases.  In addition, we are working on a research 
based model for enhanced supervised visitation and safe exchange 
services with Inspire Action for Social Change. 

Provided case management to 240 women and children in 2016

Provided individual and group counseling to 204 women and children in 
2016

Enhanced the safety of 339 women, children and men through SVSE 
services in 2016

7Apna Ghar’s Services



Community Engagement
Apna Ghar raises community awareness about gender 
violence and provides information and training on available 
resources to combat this violence. We also provide the 
state-required 40-hour domestic violence training for 
new volunteers and staff as well as training and technical 
assistance to partner organizations. 

Technical Assistance
Apna Ghar provides training and technical assistance to 
community organizations and conducts systemic and policy 
level advocacy to impact larger scale changes to further 
benefit the survivors we serve.  In 2016, Apna Ghar continued 
to assist Maryville Academy in implementing their supervised 
visitation and safe exchange program.

Policy Advocacy
Policy advocacy allows Apna Ghar to improve overall 
conditions for the survivors we serve. We work with legislators, 
advocacy and community groups, community leaders, and 
the general public to raise awareness, make systemic and 
policy changes to improve current processes, responses, and 
remedies and increase options available to survivors. 

Local and National Initiatives
Apna Ghar joins partner organizations in Chicago and 
across the country to support efforts such as the TRUST 
Act campaign for a more welcoming Illinois that offers 
protections and relief to immigrants. We also joined 
organizations to hold know your rights workshops and 
trained others on culturally competent services for 
immigrant survivors of gender violence.

We collaborated with partner organizations to meet with 
legislators regarding pertinent issues. 

Outreach and Advocacy

Reached over 3,500 people through 400 outreach events
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Art Show
March 2016
The 2016 art show, Collective Voices, Shared Journeys, 
explored issues of gender violence, immigration/refugee 
rights, wellness, disabilities and mental health. The show 
featured art created by survivors of gender violence and 
advocates for the cause. The opening reception included 
live performances and the closing reception included 
a panel discussion. There were also other events with 
partner organizations that took place throughout the 
month.

Taste for Life
May 25, 2016
Apna Ghar’s 8th Annual Taste for Life featured special 
guests comedian Paul Varghese and Chocolatier Uzma 
Sharif. During the event, we reached our goal of raising 
$20,000 for our new safe home. We were glad to feature 7 
local restaurants who provided tasting portions from their 
menus, as well as drinks from our beverage sponsors. 

Inaugural Golf Outing
September 1, 2016
In 2016, we added a new signature fundraising event, 
a gold outing which was held at the Hilton Oak Brook 
Hills. We had great weather and 78 golfers and many 
new sponsors and supporters joined us for this inaugural 
event.

Stride Against Violence
October 16, 2016
Over 400 runners, walkers and volunteers joined us at 
the 10th annual Stride Against Violence and helped raise 
awareness of the prevalence of gender violence in our 
communities. The event raised over $30,000 to assist 
survivors. We look forward to making the 2017 event even 
bigger!

Highlights from 2016 Events
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Rekha moved to the suburbs of Chicago from southern India to be with her fiancé 
Jai, a wealthy businessman. Rekha, an accountant was also promised a job by 

Jai. Unfortunately, the abuse started fairly soon after Rekha arrived and though 
she considered returning home to India, she got pregnant. After her son was 
born, the abuse worsened, and Rekha told Jai she wanted to return to India. 
Upon hearing this, Jai who had already been physically violent towards 
Rekha, became incensed, slapping and beating her almost to the point of 
unconsciousness. Rekha bravely attempted to shield herself. She also did 

not want the commotion to frighten their son who was upstairs asleep. Jai 
then attempted to drug Rekha by forcing her to take sleeping pills. Rekha still 

managed to find her passport and other important documents and hid them 
under her pillow. 

  The following day Jai left for the office with Rekha’s suitcase and removed all the phones  
from the house. Rekha had already planned to leave, but she didn’t know anyone in Chicago, she didn’t even 
know her neighbors, and public transportation options were limited. But she took her son and left the house on 
foot. 
Thankfully a police car drove by and stopped to talk to ask Rekha what was wrong. When she told the officers, 
they drove back to the house so she could get all her belongings, and they recorded what they saw, and 
decided to file charges against Jai. Rekha and her son were escorted  to the hospital where she received stitches 
and her arm which was fractured as a result of Jai’s violence was put in a cast.  Hospital personnel then linked 
Rekha to Apna Ghar. 

Rekha’s Story

A few months prior to this violent incident, Rekha had 
looked up Apna Ghar online, so she was glad to be in 
touch with us now, and to find out about her options 
and the services we provide. Her major concern was 
her son: getting custody of him and ensuring he did 
not witness or experience any more violence.  She also 
wanted to know her rights as an immigrant since after 
bringing her to the U.S., Jai had not petitioned for any 
further immigration relief, and though he employed  
her in his business, he had not paid her. Most urgently, 
however, Rekha would need a place to stay upon her 
release from the hospital. We immediately welcomed 
Rekha and her son to our safe home.

Crisis Line

Safe Housing

The hospital coordinated for the police to escort Rekha 
and her son to Apna Ghar’s safe home. The only things she 
had with her were clothes, passports, her wallet, and most 
importantly, her son. Rekha was relieved to be in a safe place, 
where the staff were kind and welcoming.  With Apna Ghar’s 
support, Rekha felt she could begin to think about a future 
free of fear and violence.  
Rekha and her son ended up staying at the safe home for four 
months while she worked with Apna Ghar’s staff towards her  
goals of safety, stability and self-sufficiency. 
Soon Rekha put her accounting skills to work and landed a 
job with a bank, and then moved with her son to one of Apna 
Ghar’s transitional housing apartments. Apna Ghar helped 
furnish the apartment and continued to work with her on her 
goals to gain custody of her son, and to gain immigration 
status in order to remain in Chicago with her U.S. born son. 

In 2016, 640 women, children and 
men received comprehensive 

services at Apna Ghar

10 Rekha’s Story



For the next three years, Rekha was embroiled in two court 
cases: the criminal case against Jai and a custody case for their 
son.  Jai was ultimately convicted of assault, and Rekha also won 
custody of their son. Apna Ghar’s legal advocates supported her 
throughout these processes, helping her find representation and 
accompanying her to court and attorney meetings.
 In addition, Apna Ghar’s advocates helped Rekha with finding 
representation to seek immigration relief under the Violence 
Against Women Act and several years later, she became a 
permanent resident and eventually a United States citizen. Apna 
Ghar’s advocates helped Rekha gather documents, write an 
affidavit, and they provided letters of support for her petition 
to the government. They also connected Rekha to counseling 
services at Apna Ghar and encouraged her to participate knowing 
that legal issues take a long time to resolve and can therefore 
take an emotional toll.

 “When I look back I remember there was a time where I didn’t have 
a place to live, no legal status, no job, and it was so overwhelming. 
But  thanks to Apna Ghar, I not only survived but I put my life back 
together little by little. It shouldn’t be that hard, but it is, and Apna 
Ghar’s support made all the difference.” 
Rekha’s son is now a junior in high school and considering college. 
Rekha continues to work in accounting and finance and has 
supported herself and her son since leaving Apna Ghar’s transitional 
housing program. 
Rekha continues to be in touch with Apna Ghar and even volunteers 
when she has time. She found community, friendship and support 
at Apna Ghar and she is happy to stay connected and to give back 
when she can.

Counseling

Legal Advocacy

Where is Rekha  now? 

Supervised Visitation 
and Safe Exchange

Case Management
Rekha was awarded custody of her son, and Jai was ordered 

to have supervised visits with their son, as a result of the 
domestic violence he had perpetrated on his family. Fortunately 
Apna Ghar’s supervised visitation and safe exchange program 
and our trained facilitators ensured safe visits and minimized 
the possibility of unsafe interactions for Rekha and her son. 
Unfortunately, Jai stopped visiting and ended up not having a 
relationship with their son. 

Because of the emotional and physical 
trauma she endured in her relationship 
with Jai, and the lengthy legal cases, Rekha 
sought and remained in counseling for 
a long time. Her counselor at Apna Ghar 
helped her understand the dynamics of 
domestic violence and  power and control 
and eliminate feelings of guilt, shame, and 
self-blame. 
Rekha had her son work with Apna Ghar’s 
children’s counselor as well, so that he 
could process his feelings as well. Both 
Rekha and her son also benefited from 
family counseling and group counseling 
services such as art therapy.  

Apna Ghar’s staff assisted Rekha and her 
son with housing, employment, furthering 
educational goals, enrolling in after school 
sports and educational programs, and in 
pursuing hobbies and interests, so they 
could reclaim and rebuild full and violence-
free lives for themselves. 
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Statement of Activities

TOTAL REVENUES FY 2016  
$1,373,557

TOTAL EXPENSES FY 2016 
$1,134,779

Statement of Financial Position 
ASSETS                                                                               
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents                                      714,897
Investments                    1,421
Grant and contract receivables                         197,999
Prepaid and deposits                                           15,144

Total current assets                                                     929,461

Fixed assets (net of depreciation)                      1,235,567

Total assets                                                            $2,165,028

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS                                          
Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses          43,536
Mortgage payable - current portion            32,068

Total current liabilities                                        75,604
Long-term liabilities

Mortgage payable - non current portion            825,311
Total Long-term liabilities                                     825,311
Total liabilities                                                    900,915

Net Assets
Temporary restricted                                        155,531
Unrestricted                                                    903,234
Board designated                                                    205,348

Total net assets                                                   1,264,113

Total liabilities and net assets                   $2,165,028

For additional information, Apna Ghar‘s audited financial statements and 990 are available our website at www.apnaghar.org.

Government 
Contracts
$613,821
42%

Foundations & 
Corporations
$360,939
25%

Individual 
Contributions
$377,128
26%

Events (net)
$73,813
5%

In-Kind
$35,631
2%

Programs
$1,048,430
85%

Management & 
General
$170,793
14%

Fundraising
$9,095
1%

Audited Financials for Fiscal Year 2016

(JULY 1, 2015–JUNE 30, 2016)
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With your help, Apna Ghar will continue its work in the movement to end gender violence.  The next few years will bring 
several exciting developments. 

Safe Housing
We completed construction of our new safe home and have moved survivors in! We are now working on plans for 
construction of the basement so we can provide group counseling and health and wellness services to the survivors. 
We also restarted our transitional housing program to provide longer-term safe housing for survivors and are adding 
apartments! 

Program Expansion
We will continue to strengthen our core services, deepen our understanding of our mission and vision, and develop 
a case management framework and approach to services. We have also laid the groundwork to provide services in 
the Chicago’s north and northwest suburbs, and are developing a model for enhanced supervised visitation and safe 
exchange services. We are excited to share more news about this in the upcoming months! Additionally, we continue to 
increase our outreach and education efforts to inform and increase awareness of our services, and culturally competent 
services for immigrant and refugee survivors of gender violence.

Future Plans

•	 We broke ground and completed construction of a 
new purpose built safe home/emergency shelter! We 
held a grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony 
with Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Alderman James 
Cappleman and other city officials. The opening was 
widely covered in the media.

•	 We also had several other open houses and events with 
funders, community partners and public officials. 

•	 We made the cover of the Chicago Tribune with an 
article about our new safe home “

•	 We were awarded the largest individual donation in 
the agency’s history to research, enhance and expand 
services

•	 We expanded services to include court based 
programming and formalized our partnership with the 
domestic violence court in Chicago. The Sun Times 
covered this family court enhancement project that we 
are now a part of. 

•	 We began work with Inspire Action for Social Change 
to develop an evidence-based model for enhanced 
supervised visitation and safe exchange services

•	 We participated in the citywide domestic violence 
outcome measures project to better understand 
the service needs of survivors in our area, and  we 
participate in the DV Leaders Collaborative to create 
innovative responses to survivor needs. 

•	 Executive Director, Neha Gill and Apna Ghar received 
the Achiever Award at the first annual South Asian 
Womanhood and Girlhood Conference at Loyola 
University, Chicago, and the conference, our work and 
the award were part of WBEZ’s Worldview program 
with Jerome McDonnell

•	 Development Manager, Ashley Tsuruda received a 
leadership award from the Illinois Comptroller’s Office

•	 We were featured in Chicago Foundation for Women’s 
Annual Report (2015)

•	 Our art show “Collective Voices, Shared Journeys” was 
featured in the Medill Reports Chicago, and our art 
therapy services were featured in Tikkum Magazine

•	 India Abroad featured our positions on reproductive 
justice issues via the Purvi Patel case as well as on 
the general elections and their impact on immigrant 
survivors of gender violence 

•	 DNAinfo listed Apna Ghar among the 10 most deserving 
causes working to end gender violence

•	 Executive Director Neha Gill co-authored a case study 
on Apna Ghar published in the book “Spirituality, Culture 
and Development: Implications for Social Work”

•	 Apna Ghar was featured in Deepa Iyer’s book “We 
Too Sing America: South Asian, Arab, Muslim and Sikh 
Immigrants Shape Our Multiracial Future” published 
in 2015 and in 2016, Executive Director, Neha Gill 
participated in the Chicago leg of the book tour.

Apna Ghar Highlights

Senator Dick Durbin, 
Congresswoman Jan 
Schakowsky, and 
Executive Director Neha 
Gill at the opening of our 
new safe home
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Apna Ghar, Inc. (Our Home) thanks its Government and 
Foundation partners and grantors

Foundation and Corporate Funders 
Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
Allstate Foundation
Anonymous Foundation
Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation
BMO Harris Bank
Bright Promises Foundation
Chicago Community Trust
Chicago Foundation for Women
Chicago Police Department and GoodCity
Crown Family Philanthropies
Designs for Dignity
Eileen Fisher
Field Foundation of Illinois
Fry Foundation

Greer Foundation
Illinois Funders Collaborative
Isadore and Gladys J. Brown Fund
Polk Bros. Foundation
Ramzan and Parvin Dhanji Family Foundation
Ravenswood Health Care Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation 
      - Chicago Tribune Charities - Holiday Campaign
Stuart Family Foundation
Taproot Foundation
The Thomas M. and Mary M. Owens Foundation
TJX Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
VNA Foundation

Government Funders
City of Chicago, Department of Family and 
Support Services 
Cook County Justice Advisory Council
Emergency Food and Shelter Program
Family Court Enhancement Project

Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Illinois Department of Human Services
Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
Office of the Illinois Attorney General
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Apna Ghar, Inc. (Our Home) expresses its deep gratitude 
to the Donors who gave in 2016

($10,000 and above)
Allstate Insurance Company    
BMO Harris Bank     
Anonymous Donor    
Shakuntala Chhabria 
Ramzan and Parvin Dhanji Family 
Foundation    
Ashok and Kavita Luthra
Dipankar and Alpana Mukhopadhyay 
Marjorie Pelino  
   
($5,000.00 to $9,999.00)

Alok and Shanthi Gaur    
Ashutosh & Sudha Gupta

Indian Medical Association of Northwest 
Indiana

   

($2,500.00 to $4,999.00)  
Suresh and Padma Desai    
First Bank & Trust     
Medstar Laboratory, Inc.    
Madhavan and Teresa Nayar   
Reena Panchal     
Prem Sharma   
  
($1,000.00 to $2,499.00) 
Asian Americans Pacific Islanders in 
Philanthropy     
Chandu & Nandana Bhakta    
Carepoint Healthcare LLC    
Sean Chaudhuri     
Club of Indian Women    
Emtec Consulting Services LLC   
Ennvee Technogroup    
Asif Fakroddin    
Kalsoom Saleem and Aamer Ghaffar  
Damyant Gill and Parul Thukral  
Goldman, Sachs & Co.    
Chand Gupta     
Anonymous Donor     
Rohina Jaffar     
John D. & Katherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation     
Andy Kang     

Shanta Kanukollu     
Rajeev and Sonia Kinra    
Brij and Prema Malani    
Rashmi Chugh and Sandeep Mehta  
Midwest Integrated Companies L.L.C.  
Million Dollar Round Table Foundation
Payal Naik     
New York Life Insurance Company  
Aftab and Noorani Noorani    
Oakton Community College   
Dilip & Krishna Patel     
Nisha and Raj Patel     
Anthony Pellegrino     
RMJ Construction LTD.    
Heena and Sulaiman Roy    
Sasha G.M. Shaikh Foundation   
State Bank of India     
Swedish Covenant Hospital  
Law Offices of Sameer Chhabria   
Toyota Giving Circle - Sandhya   
Peter and Gloria Wolodzko    
Margaret Zangrilli    
 
($500.00 to $999.00)   
Masoom Ahmed    
Andrea A. Raila & Associates   
BKD CPAs & Advisors    
Bollywood Groove    
Randy Bragg     
John Cassin     
Praveen Chathappuram    
Bijal Chaturvedi     
Sameer Chhabria     
Chicago Development Group Inc.   
Neha Desai     
E.J. Coyne & Company    
Elegant Fur     
Susan Fortino-Brown    
Sonu Commar and Gira Vashi   
Seth Hemming  
Hindu Students Organization, Loyola 
University     
Imagineering Inc     
Internet Bar Organization    
Intratek Inc.     
Leslie Landis     
Joni and Mark Light   

Suresh Mangtani     
Marva F. Davis     
B. Roger & Jayalakshmi Y. Natarajan  
National Network to End Domestic 
Violence     
PricewaterhouseCoopers    
Achyut Setlur     
Sulin Shah     
Jatinder and Davinder Singh   
Ranjit & Narinder Kaur Singh  
South Asian Bar Association of Chicago
Stahl Cowen Crowley Addis LLC   
Tina and Ganesh Sundaram    
Suryakumar & Pankaja Tanna   
The GE Foundation     
Anthony Tran     
Usha and Darsh Wasan    
 
($100.00 to $499.00)   
Lauane Addis     
Jonathan Aderson     
Advanced Health Solutions    
Mehr Aftab     
Nikhil and Aniruddha Aggarwal   
Aakarsh and Neha Ahuja    
Sioban Albiol     
Scott Alexander     
Nina Aliprandi     
Lee Ann Anderson     
Ujwal Annigeri     
Humera Asem 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice - 
Chicago    
Angela Atwater     
Leigh Avsec     
Fraz Baig     
Mirza and Razia Baig    
James Bain     
Adnan and Reena Bajowala   
Avanti Bakane    
Deepak and Hemlata Bakane   
Basanti & Manatosh Banerji   
Abhay and Rupal Bapat    
Kumud and Sudha Barman    
Azmina Bhaiji     
Shelina Bhamani     
Joyti Bharaj     
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Donors who gave in 2016, continued

Anu Bhargava     
Shairoz Bharwani     
Amit Bhatia     
Sonal Bhatia     
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois   
Tony Bowers     
D’Ann Brooks     
James Buckley     
Teresa Buehler     
James Burton     
James Cappleman     
Jaquilin Chacko     
Sonia Chand     
Puja Chandnani     
Rakesh and Anita Chandra   
Vandana & Lokesh Chandra   
Sandhya Chandrasekhar    
Prasad and Nivedita Chappidi   
T. Paul Chawla    
Chicago Food Rescue    
Justine Chiou     
Maheen Cleaver    
Patrick and Sucheta Connolly   
Mary Cordero     
Carmen Costales     
Ed and Karen Coyne     
Suniti Dalal     
Nachi Das     
Debjani Dasgupta     
Dipankar and Kathleen Dasgupta   
Purvi Sonia Dave     
Charles S. Davenport Ttee    
Anjali Dayal     
Susheela Dayal     
Alice Desai     
Alpaa Desai     
Bhavini & Samir Desai    
Kiran Devani     
Vidyasagar and Nagamani Dharmapuri  
Freesia Dhingra     
Brenda Doherty     
Navin Dore     
Nilay and Niyati Doshi    
Sweta Doshi     
Selma D’Souza    
Joan and James Ducayet   
Edify Technologies, Inc.    
Ethiopian Community Association of 
Chicago     

Khan/Freeman Family    
Asim Farooq     
Dennis Frank     
Lisa Frohmann     
Ravi and Rishi Garg    
Paras & Supriya Gautam  Cholemari 
Sridhar and Geetha Narasimhan   
Prerna Ghayal     
The Gibbons     
Neha Gill and Pallav Agarwala  
Thomas Giza     
Bimal & Sunila Goel     
Laura Good     
Andrea Graunke     
Halley Green     
Narinderpal Grewal     
Carl T. Groesbeck     
Kaushik Guha     
Malini Gupta     
Rajat and Nisha Gupta    
Sendhil Revuluri and Venu Gupta   
Veena Gursahani     
Sagina Hanjrah     
Sabrina Hans     
Laura Harper     
Robert Harris     
Ruhe Hashmi     
Rooshey Hasnain     
Schweta Heidecke     
Siraj Hilton     
Barbara Hoff     
Hometown Fitness     
Jocelyn Hurley     
Kathy Im     
Susan Irion     
Samir Islam     
Ashok & Boby Iyer     
Claire Jadin     
Siva Jagadeesan     
Ashish Jain     
Jagjit and Rani Jain    
Ashima Jaiswal     
Thomas Jensen     
Majit Jolly     
Shane Jones     
Pallavi Kakkar     
Deepa Kamath     
Gauri Kapoor     

Neha Kapoor     
Raji Kaur     
Martin Keane     
John Kerastas     
Gulam Khalfan     
Natalia Khan     
Janardan & Amita Khandekar   
Manjula Khandelwal    
Gauri Khatkhate     
Priya Khatkhate     
Heena Khatwani     
Anonymous Donor     
Deborah Klein     
Satish Kodukula    
Sugeeta Kohli     
Amrit Komal     
Jeny and Soly Koruth    
Pranav Kothari     
Preethi Krishnan     
Suresh Krishnan    
Viswanath & Diana Krishnan   
Praveen Kulkarni     
Richa Kumari     
Thomas Kurian     
Princess Labao     
Naomi Lahiri     
Akber Lakhani     
Govind and Malini Lakshman   
Tariq Laliwala     
Zahir Lavji     
Naomi Levy     
Juju Lien     
Hemlata Limaye     
Charles & Alison Lo     
Ramesh & Beena Loharikar    
Gaurav and Kanika Malhotra   
Lynne Marek     
Wilfred Martis     
Sarita Mathavan     
Steve Mazur     
Keri McGuire     
Peter and Eva McNamara   
Anita and Arvind Mehta   
Marshall Merrill    
Midland National Life Insurance Company 
Laura Anne Miller     
Vivek & Roma Misra     
Rikki Mistry     
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Hope Morley and Scott Gladstein  
Tina Moy     
Sabeeha R. Mukit     
Avinash Mullick     
Kathleen Mullins     
Haresh and Devyani Muni    
Jamie Munri     
Shibani Munshi     
Sohail and Penelope Murad   
Tapan Nagori     
Sanjay Nair     
Surinder Nand     
Priya Narayan     
Radhesh Narayan     
Natarajan Legal, P.C.    
Shefali Nathan     
Anna Nathani     
Roshini Neduvelil     
Jane Ng     
NNC Solutions, Inc.    
Robert Noble     
Anita Oak     
Pooja O’Meara    
Marion Page     
Deepika Pandey    
Seema Panjwani    
Tushar and Ketki Parikh   
Alpa Patel     
Aseet Patel     
Dineshchandra and Vimalaben Patel  
Dipesh Patel     
Hetal Patel     
Jayanti and Rama Patel   
Jayesh Patel     
Mayank Patel     
Mona Sapan Patel    
Pravin & Karen Patel     
Priti Patel     

Raju Patel     
Roopatra Patel     
Rupal Patel    
Sapan Patel     
Komilla Patwardhans    
PepsiCo     
Tom and Kim Pettit    
PH Productions    
Andrew Pigott     
Douglas and Archana Potters  
Katherine Powell    
Diana Psarras    
Naureen Punjwani    
Saiyed Rabbani    
Adeebur Rahman    
Raj R. and Kanchana Rajasekhar   
Mushira Rangwala    
Mani M. Rao     
Raheel Rao     
Bilal Rathore     
Dev Rattan     
Amita Raval     
Samantha Raval    
Ravenswood Presbyterian Church   
Jeffrey Ray     
Greg Reda     
Jolene Riordan     
Robosoft Consulting, Inc.   
Lisa Rone     
Ashif Pabani and Maleka Roy    
Todd Ruddick     
Karin Ruetzel     
T S     
Steve Sahara     
Shalini Sahrawat     
Anju Saraswat     
Gaurav Saraswat    
Jack Saraswat     

Uttam Saraswat     
Manik Sarkar     
Anmol Satiani     
Nupur Saxena     
Asif and Shaheen Sayeed    
Stephanie Senuta    
Bipin and Kailas Shah    
Grishma Shah     
Tina Shah     
Vandana Shah     
Dushyant Sharma    
Manu K. and Vibha Sharma   
Monika Sharma    
Rahul Sharma    
Shachi Sharma    
VK and Shobha Sharma   
Shailendra and Shilpi Sharma  
Archana and Roshan Shrestha  
Samiyah Siddiqui    
Deepika Singh    
Hargurmukh Pal Singh   
Jaslyn Singh    
Puneet Singh    
Shweta Singh    
Mark Skoog    
Randell Smith    
Sufyan Sohel    
St. Gregorios Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church    
Kimberly Stanhope   
Raymond and Ann Stanhope  
Rachel and Rakesh Subramanian  
Naheed Sultanali   
V. Gopalan Sundaram   
Ashok & Varalakshmi Sunkara  
Binal Sutaria    
Shastri and Tara Swaminathan  
Taj Syed    
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2016 was an exciting and productive year at Apna Ghar!  We expanded our programs and grew 
as an organization. We are grateful for your support, and because of it we feel confident as we 
look ahead at 2017. Thank you! 
Your support is deeply meaningful to the survivors we serve as they embark on their journeys of 
healing and empowerment. 

Thank You!

Neha Tannan     
Narayan Tata     
Dimpsy Teckchandani   
Upneet and Jessica Teji  
Nalini Thakrar    
Albert Thomas    
Kelly Thompson   
Nishu and Arpi Thukral  
Judith Toland    
Tribhang    
Nikhil Trivedi    

John Tullsen    
Salvatore Tumino   
Anne Uible    
South Asian Student Alliance University of 
Iowa   
Uptown Car Wash   
John and Cindy Valleau  
Ebrahim Valliani   
George and Asha Varghese  
Jerry Verghese    
Robert Vernon   

Raghu Vollala    
Keyur Vora    
Anant D. and Jyotsna A. Vyas  
Kate Walpole    
Jennie Walters    
Andrea Wintroub   
WMB 1 LLC Karios Consumers 
Dominique York   
Martin and Pamela Zadigian  
Asad Uz Zaman   
Jaime Ziegler     

Donors who gave in 2016, continued

Our apologies if we have inadvertently missed anyone on this list. 

Thank you to Designs for Dignity for seeing our 
safe home project from conception to completion 
and for the total project impact of $148,958.00 
in pro-bono hours, design services, and material 
donations.  Thank you to Jill Buckner for the 
professional photographs of our home. 

Safe home hallway. Photography by Jill Buckner
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BOARD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Sameer Chhabria, President
Alpa Patel, Vice President
Praveen Chathappuram, Treasurer
Nisha Patel, Secretary
Saiyed Rabbani, Member-At-Large

DIRECTORS OF THE BOARD
Masoom Ahmed
Sugeeta Kohli
Kalsoom Saleem
Ash Luthra
Tapan Nagori
Veera Venugopal
Jon Cohen
Shalini Sahrawat

ALUMNI BOARD
Danial Noorani, Chair
Kanta Khipple
Prem Sharma
Usha Wasan

ASSOCIATE BOARD
Archana Potters, Chair
Scheila Kassam
Bilal Rathore
Nachi Das
Mali Gupta

Neha Gill, Executive Director

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
Hina Amer, Office Administrator 
Murtaza Ali, Accountant
Nayyer Hasnain, Volunteer

DEVELOPMENT
Ashley Tsuruda, Development Manager
Kayla Brown, Development Intern
Ashley Hart, Development Intern

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
Radhika Sharma-Gordon, Manager, Outreach and Education

LEGAL ADVOCACY
Fauzia Mohammad, Supervisor, Advocacy Services
Alina Ali, Legal Advocate

SUPERVISED VISITATION AND SAFE EXCHANGE (SVSE)
Tiffany San Jose, Manager, SVSE
Fatimah Abioye, SVSE Facilitator
Kelsie Stanhope, SVSE Facilitator
Elizabeth Buehler, SVSE Facilitator

Amrita Hanjrah, Court Liaison 

EMERGENCY SHELTER
Samina Kausar, Shelter Advocate and Counselor
Tegest Tesfaw, Shelter Advocate
Kelebe Eshetu, Shelter Advocate
Fatima Hooda, Shelter Advocate
Naveen Siddiqui, Shelter Advocate
Teuta Peja, Shelter Advocate

COUNSELING
Sara Ogawa Heidbreder, Counselor

Apna Ghar Board and Staff

Lists as of May 2017
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apnaghar.org  | 4350 N. Broadway, 2nd Floor  |  Chicago, IL 60613

Office: 773 883 4663  |  Fax: 773 883 4664  |  CRISIS LINE: 773 334 4663

www.apnaghar.org

facebook.com/ApnaGharInc @ApnaGharInc

@ApnaGharInc youtube.com/user/ApnaGharInc

INVEST 
You can help survivors of gender violence reclaim and rebuild their lives

•	 Donate to Apna Ghar online, by mail, or over the phone
•	 Sponsorship opportunities available for individuals and corporations at our fundraising events
•	 Connect us to your giving networks

INSPIRE
Introduce your friends, peers, and colleagues to Apna Ghar 

•	 Host a party or a fundraiser to raise visibility and support for Apna Ghar’s work
•	 Bring friends, family, and colleagues to our events
•	 Link to us or feature us on your website, blog and/or social media, and print publications
•	 Raise awareness to end gender violence in your communities

VOLUNTEER
You can make a difference by donating your time and expertise 

•	 Take our 40-Hour Domestic Violence training and work directly with survivors
•	 Volunteer at special events and fundraisers (applications available online)
•	 Partner with us for group volunteer opportunities

GET INVOLVED
TOGETHER WE CAN END GENDER VIOLENCE

STAY CONNECTED


