
Apna Ghar provides holistic services and conducts 
outreach and advocacy across immigrant 

communities to end gender violence.
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Sameer Chhabria 
Board President

Message From the Board President and Executive Director

Message from our Board President & Executive Director

Neha Gill 
Executive Director

Dear Friend and Supporter,

Each year with your help,  Apna Ghar conducts outreach and advocacy and provides critical services to 
survivors of gender violence, a global human rights violation and public health concern. 

2017 was a significant year at  Apna Ghar for program expansion and organizational growth – the most 
since our inception!  In this annual report, we want to share with you what your contributions mean to 
Apna Ghar and the communities we serve. 

In 2017, we expanded our housing program by opening our new purpose built safe home that doubled our 
capacity and by reestablishing our transitional housing program with nine scattered site apartments for the 
families we serve. 

In July 2017, we opened a satellite office in the suburb of Skokie, Illinois, co-located with Turning Point 
Behavioral Health Care Center.  This allows us to reach even more people affected by gender violence. We 
provide all our services from this location.  In addition, we created a partnership with Swedish Covenant 
Hospital to provide services and training.  Apna Ghar now operates out of five locations in the city and 
suburbs. 

In 2017 we also developed a research-based model for enhanced supervised visitation and safe exchange 
services with Inspire  Action for Social Change thanks to generous support from the Pelino family.  We are 
currently the only organization in the country implementing this model.

Globally, one in three women is affected by gender violence over the course of her lifetime.  This is a 
terrible statistic, but with your support we can transform lives one at a time while taking important steps 
to end this violence.  Our talented and dedicated board, staff and volunteers, the courageous survivors 
we’re privileged to serve, you our generous donors, and our extended community propel our work in the 
movement to end gender violence.

We sincerely thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to achieving more together this 
year, and in the years to come!

Sameer Chhabria Neha Gill
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More information at www. nnedv.org and www.api-gbv.org 

Globally, 38% of murders of women 

are COMMITTED BY AN  
INTIMATE PARTNER.

1 IN 3 women will experience 
gender violence over the course 
of her lifetime

What is Gender Violence? 

Every year,  
3.3 MILLION CHILDREN GLOBALLY

are exposed to domestic violence.

Recent immigrants to the United States who experience 
gender violence often face additional barriers that make it 
especially diff icult for them to reach out for help or receive 
services. These may include:

• Community or extended-family attitudes, such as         
SILENCING, SHAMING AND VICTIM-BLAMING 

•	 WITHHOLDING OF PASSPORTS and other papers 
•	 THREATS OF DEPORTATION or child abduction 
•	 LANGUAGE BARRIERS
•	 LIMITED ACCESS TO BANK ACCOUNTS                                        

and communication technologies
• Economic and IMMIGRATION-STATUS BARRIERS
• Cultural and religious barriers

IMMIGRANT SURVIVORS OF GENDER 
VIOLENCE FACE UNIQUE BARRIERS

EVERY 7 OR 9 SECONDS  
in the United States, a woman is 

physically assaulted

GENDER VIOLENCE DEFINED

Any act of violence that results in, or is likely 
to result in, physical, sexual, or psychological 
harm or suffering for women and gender 
non-conforming people, including threats of 
such acts, coercion, or arbitrary deprivations 
of liberty, whether occurring in public or 
private life. 

-UN General Assembly, 1993

GENDER VIOLENCE IS A GLOBAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERN. 

IT INCLUDES:
• physical and sexual violence

• psychological violence

• intensive surveillance, cyber-stalking, monitoring 
cell phones and utilizing multiple technologies

• withholding food, health care, medication, 
adequate clothing, and hygiene products

• financial abuse such as restricting access to bank 
accounts, monitoring activity, or identity theft

• hyper-exploitation of household labor to serve 
members of the extended family

41-61% of Asian women report 
experiencing physical and/or sexual 

violence by an intimate partner 
during their lifetime

ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS 
comprise the largest group of people 

trafficked into the U.S.

RESEARCH SHOWS that children 
who witness domestic violence exhibit 
anxiety, low self esteem, depression, anger, 
and are at much greater risk to repeat the 
cycle as adults. 

Countries Apna Ghar’s 
program participants are from:

Languages spoken by 
Apna Ghar’s sta�:50 204 About Gender Violence



Apna Ghar developed its own 
service model through a research 

collaboration with the Center 
for Urban Research and Learning 

(CURL) at Loyola University 
that analyzed Apna Ghar’s client 

files, and examined service 
delivery based on staff interviews. 

The results showed a holistic 
understanding of macro and micro 
level barriers faced by immigrant 
survivors of gender violence. Thus 

a socio-ecological model and 
framework was created.

Apna Ghar’s Service Model

Countries Apna Ghar’s 
program participants are from:

Languages spoken by 
Apna Ghar’s sta�:50 20

OUR PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS ARE FROM 
MORE THAN 50 COUNTRIES

Transcending Boundaries: Investigating Domestic 
Violence among Immigrant Women
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Apna Ghar’s Impact

Apna Ghar is issue-based and community focused. 

• We provide comprehensive prevention and intervention services aimed at helping survivors 
of gender violence achieve safety, stability and self-sufficiency.  

• We conduct outreach, provide community education, training, and technical assistance in an 
effort to raise awareness about gender violence while providing resources and information 
on culturally appropriate service-based responses.  

• We conduct systems and policy level advocacy in partnership with advocacy groups to 
improve overall conditions for the survivors we serve. 

Provided comprehensive services to 600 survivors of 
gender violence and their families. 

Addressed immediate safety needs of 1,696 callers on the 24-hour crisis line and 
provided crisis counseling, emotional support, resources and referrals.

Provided a safe and home-like environment for 71 survivors and their children in 
our safe home/emergency shelter, along with comprehensive services, so they 

could begin their journeys of healing and empowerment.

Supported 19 survivors and their children with longer-term transitional housing 
and comprehensive services to give them the time they needed to continue to 
work towards their goals of stability and self-sufficiency. 

Guided 187 survivors through the legal system, and advocated for their legal goals, 
connected with attorneys, and supported them through complex legal proceedings.

Connected 213 survivors and their children with community resources to 
meet healthcare, educational, employment, permanent housing, financial and other 
critical needs.

“I felt like 
giving up but 
your support 
helps me go 

on.”

In 2017, we

“I finally found 
a place I feel at 

home.”

“Apna Ghar 
motivates me 
towards my 

goals.”

“Thank 
you from the 
very bottom 

of my heart for 
all the help 

with my legal 
cases.”

“Apna Ghar finds 
[the] best resources 
to help community of 
women. Empowering 

us.”
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Developed and launched an evidence-based model of enhanced 
supervised visitation and safe exchange services, designed to promote 

strong relationships, empowerment, and pathways for healing and change. 

Helped 152 survivors and their children overcome the trauma of experiencing gender-
based violence, and empowered them through individual, family, and group counseling. 

Created safety and deepened our engagement with 251 women, children and men 
through our supervised visitation and safe exchanges services.

Trained 31 volunteers and advocates through 2 sessions of the 
state-required 40-hour domestic violence training.

Trained and informed judges, court personnel, and the legal system broadly about 
effectively utilizing legal remedies available to survivors of gender-based violence.

Worked with legislators, advocacy groups, community leaders, and the general public to 
raise awareness and make policy changes to improve systemic responses and increase 
options available to survivors. 

Reached 4,812 people through 493 outreach and 
education events and activities.

“I appreciate 
all you do for 

us, and feel really 
motivated to make 

some changes in 
my life.”

“ I felt alone, 
but once I came 

here and talked to 
everyone, I know I 
am not the only 

one.”

“This was by 
far one of the 

most difficult times 
in my life. Without 

Apna Ghar, it would 
have been difficult 
for me to see my 

son.”

“The 40-hour 
training is so 

comprehensive 
and interactive. So 

much camaraderie is 
developed among 
the participants” 

“We are 
grateful that 
Apna Ghar is 

dedicated to growing 
these crucial 

services.”

“You 
do such 

amazing work. 
Thank you for 

the work 
you do.”

“Your voice 
amplifies 

the needs of 
community 
members.”
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Apna Ghar’s Expansion

From a Volunteer-Run Hotline to a Nationally-Recognized Organization
Apna Ghar was founded by five pioneering women committed to helping Asian and other under-served immigrant 
survivors of gender violence access the services and resources they needed to live lives free from violence. In the 
mid to late 1980s, hotline calls revealed a high incidence of domestic violence, abandonment, sexual harassment and 
assault within the growing populations of immigrants and refugees settling in the metropolitan Chicago area. A study 
conducted by hotline volunteers also found that immigrant survivors were reluctant to seek assistance because of 
linguistic, cultural and legal barriers. Thus, in December 1989, Apna Ghar grew from a volunteer run crisis line into 
an incorporated organization with an emergency shelter and case management, legal advocacy, counseling and other 
wraparound services to assist immigrant survivors reclaim and rebuild their lives.  

Since 1990, Apna Ghar has grown in size and scope, and has developed innovative programming to address the needs 
of survivors of gender violence. Apna Ghar’s current services include a 24-hour crisis line, emergency shelter or safe 
home, individual and group counseling, case management, legal advocacy, including a volunteer attorney run family 
law clinic in partnership with the Chicago Volunteer Legal Service (CVLS), a supervised visitation and safe exchange 
program that includes a court liaison, as well as community education, outreach, training and institutional and policy 
advocacy. 

Apna Ghar now operates out of five 
locations that include our Main office, 

Safe Home, Skokie satellite office, 
Domestic Violence Court and Swedish 

Covenant Hospital.

Skokie Satellite Office
In July 2017, we opened our satellite office in Skokie, Illinois, co-located with Turning Point Behavioral Health Care 
Center.  This satellite location allows us to serve a wider range of families in need of comprehensive services including 
supervised visitation and safe exchange services, legal advocacy, counseling and case management.

8 Apna Ghar’s Expansion



Apna Ghar’s Locations
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New Purpose-Built Safe Home/Emergency Shelter
In January 2017, we completed construction of, and formally 
opened our new safe home/ emergency shelter with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony with Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel,  
Alderman Cappleman and other city officials.  This safe home 
doubles the agency’s capacity to provide survivors of violence 
and trauma a home-like environment to achieve safety, stability 
and self-sufficiency. 

Medical Partnerships
In October 2017, we formalized our partnership with 
Swedish Covenant Hospital to provide services for 
patients experiencing gender-based violence, and training 
to hospital personnel on appropriate screening and care 
planning.  We look forward to growing this partnership 
and continuing to provide training and resources at 
additional Chicago area hospitals and medical facilities. 

Re-established Transitional Housing Program
In March 2017, we re-established our transitional housing program, in partnership 
with WINGS Program.  Our transitional housing program provides long term housing 
along with comprehensive case management and supportive services for families 
in need.  Apna Ghar provides rent and utilities for each apartment for the duration 
of the lease so that the survivors can create savings and achieve their financial, 
educational and wellness goals to gain stability and self-sufficiency. 

Group Services
Group counseling supplements individual counseling and provides the 
opportunity for adult survivors to talk about their trauma in a safe 
environment.  Apna Ghar’s counselors host Sunday wellness workshops 
every other week.  These workshops focus on topics such as health, fitness, 
yoga, nutrition, and others.  In 2017,  Apna Ghar’s counselors also added a 
monthly empowerment support group “Heal through Hope, Empowerment, 
Acceptance, Love.”  

In addition, we conduct a therapeutic cooking group, and life skills and 
economic empowerment workshops to help survivors with self-development.  

Program Growth
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A New Model for Enhanced 
Supervised Visitation and Safe 
Exchange Services
In August 2017, we developed and began 
implementing a new model for enhanced 
supervised visitation and safe exchange services.  
This research-based model was developed 
in partnership with Inspire Action for Social 
Change through generous support from the 
Pelino Family, and is being implemented in Apna 
Ghar’s Chicago and Skokie locations.  

This model for enhanced supervised visitation 
and safe exchange services is a strengths-based, 
optimistic approach centered on the belief 
that change is possible.  The aim of this model 
is to foster trust and well-being by creating an 
environment that increases safety and creates 
pathways for healing, accountability and change. 

Apna Ghar is currently the only organization in 
the country implementing this model. This year 
we will begin evaluating the model and we look 
forward to sharing our findings. 

Model Development

Apna Ghar staff with Beth McNamara and Jennifer Rose from Inspire Action for Social Change at 
a November 2017 training on the new model.
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Taste for Life
May 18, 2017
Apna Ghar’s 9th Annual Taste for Life featured special 
guests Chicago newscaster Ravi Baichwal and musical 
performer Zeshan Bagewadi. During the event, we 
surpassed our goal of raising $100,000 for survivors 
of gender violence.  We were glad to feature 11 local 
restaurants who provided tasting portions from their 
menus, as well as drinks from our beverage sponsors.  
Kailish, a vegan restaurant in Uptown, joined us for 
the first time this year and won both the “Critic’s 
Choice Award” and “Guests’ Choice Award.”

Tee off Against Violence Golf Outing
July 20, 2017
This year marked the 2nd annual golf outing held at 
Willow Crest Golf Course at the Hilton Chicago 
Oak Brook Hills Resort.  This year we had 64 
golfers join us for a fun day of lunch, “best ball” golf, 
specialty holes, raffle, and dinner to benefit  Apna 
Ghar and the survivors we serve.  

Stride Against Violence
October 15, 2017
Over 500 runners, walkers and volunteers joined us at 
the 11th annual Stride Against Violence 5K Run/Walk 
to help us commemorate National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. The event raised over $60,000 to 
assist survivors of gender violence. We look forward to 
making the 2018 event even bigger!

Other Events
We’re always grateful for those interested in hosting 
their own fundraisers, events, and house parties. In 
2017, the South Asian Medical Student Association 
hosted a fundraiser on University of Illinois at Chicago’s 
campus, as well as the Northwestern South Asian 
Student Association hosted a concert fundraiser for 
Apna Ghar.  We’re also thankful for our runner, Megan 
Reyes, who fundraised and ran the Bank of America 
Chicago Marathon on Team Apna Ghar.  We are excited 
to announce that in 2018 we will have four runners 
participating in the Chicago Marathon for Apna Ghar.  

Highlights from 2017 Events
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With your help,  Apna Ghar will continue its work in the movement to end 
gender violence.  The next few years will bring more exciting developments.

Awards and Highlights

• Executive Director, Neha Gill, received the Gender 
Equality Award by Chicago Chapter of the US 
National Committee for UN Women.

• Executive Director, Neha Gill, was featured in the 
Notable Natives section in the Columbia Chronicle 
and spotlighted by Desis for Progress for Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month.  

• Our manager of outreach and education, Radhika 
Sharma-Gordon, received the Community 
Ambassador Award from The Kedzie Center and 
Social Work Supervisor of the Year Award from 
Northeastern Illinois University.  

• Apna Ghar’s new safe home was featured in a 
cover page article of the Chicago Tribune, and the 
opening and ribbon cutting ceremony with Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Alderman James Cappleman 
and other city officials was widely covered on local 
television, radio and print media.   

• Our advocacy efforts related to immigration 
legislation and travel bans as well as local legislation 
such as the TRUST Act and HB40 were covered in 
the media.

• An article written by Executive Director, Neha Gill 
on creating change for survivors of gender violence 
at Apna Ghar was published online on Medium.

For more information about Apna Ghar in the news visit 

our website at www.apnaghar.org/apna-ghar-in-the-news

2017 was a noteworthy year at Apna Ghar. We grew the most since our inception. 
We	 significantly	 expanded	 our	 housing	 program	 by	 constructing	 a	 new	 purpose	
built safe home that doubled our capacity and by restarting our transitional 
housing program with nine scattered site apartments for families in need. We 
developed a research-based model for enhanced supervised visitation and safe 
exchange services with Inspire Action for Social Change with generous support 
from	the	Pelino	 family.	We	are	 the	first	agency	 in	 the	country	 to	 implement	 this	
model. We strengthened our partnership with the domestic violence court, 
and we formalized our partnership with Swedish Covenant Hospital to provide 
training	and	advocacy.	With	this	expansion,	we	now	operate	out	of	five	 locations!

• We developed an educational curriculum entitled 
“Working with Fathers: How Does Your Child 
Experience You” to provide support to fathers 
who have used violence and to extend the safety 
of the whole family. This curriculum is being 
implemented at Turning Point Behavioral Health 
Care Center.  

• We expanded our group counseling services for 
survivors to include support groups, and health 
and wellness workshops. 

• Our manager of outreach and education, Radhika 
Sharma-Gordon, delivered the anchor address at 
the annual Martin Luther King Day celebration 
and commemoration at Valparaiso University 
discussing gender violence as a human rights 
issue. 

• Our staff Fauzia Mohammad and Tegest Tesfaw 
graduated from Chicago Foundation for Women 
(CFW)’s Advocacy Academy.

• Development Manager, Ashley Tsuruda, 
completed the Emerging Leaders Program by 
Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics (LEAP).
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Fatima met Apna Ghar’s legal advocates who 
explained to her legal options for her protection and 
safety, as well as gaining custody of her children. They 
also explained immigration related next steps to her.  
The following day the legal advocate accompanied 
Fatima to court to file for an emergency order of 
protection. Afterwards, a sheriff and Apna Ghar’s 
accompanied Fatima to her former home to retrieve 
her belongings.  

Apna Ghar’s legal advocates then connected Fatima 
to an attorney that speaks the same language 
and is working with her on filing for divorce and 
consolidating her order of protection. The legal 
advocate continues to provide support to Fatima 
throughout this process.  

A friend of Fatima told her about Apna Ghar. 
Fatima looked online and got the phone number 
for our 24-hour crisis line where she spoke 
with a shelter advocate about her situation. The 
advocate provided her with different options and 
safety planned with her. Fatima ultimately decided 
to leave and come to our safe home with her 
children. 

Crisis Line

Counseling

Safe Housing

With guidance from Apna Ghar’s advocates, and 
assistance from law enforcement, Fatima was able 
to safely leave her home where her husband had 
been physically, emotionally and financially abusive 
her and come to our safe home/emergency shelter. 
The shelter advocates greeted her and helped her 
settle in with her children. Over time the advocates 
helped Fatima develop her plans and goals and they 
connected her with Apna Ghar’s legal advocates 
and counselors. In addition, they helped her children 
enroll in a nearby school.   

Legal Advocacy

Fatima and her children worked with Apna 
Ghar’s counselors to heal from the trauma of the 
emotional and physical abuse they had endured. 
Apna Ghar’s counselors helped Fatima and her 
children understand the dynamics of domestic 
violence, power and control and helped eliminate 
their feelings of guilt, shame, and self-blame. Fatima 
and her children continue to heal and get stronger.  

Fatima moved to Chicago from her home country about 
ten years ago to marry her husband, who had promised 
her a better life in the United States. When she first 
moved here, everything seemed fine. She was happy, in 
a new city, and excited to see where life would take her. 
She and her husband had two children.  

Unfortunately, soon after her youngest turned five, 
Fatima’s husband became abusive towards her. Not only 
did he start physically hurting her, he became emotionally 
manipulative and verbally abusive towards her and her 
children. He forbade Fatima from working and threatened 
her that he would take the children away from her if she 
told anyone or tried to seek help. He did everything he 
could to control her every move.  

Fatima’s Story 
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“Apna Ghar helped me when I was 

in the lowest place … I did not know 

this place existed. But now I do and 

I will tell everyone about it so I can 

help others who need it.” 

Supervised Visitation 
and Safe Exchange

Apna Ghar’s advocates and attorneys 
assisted Fatima in obtaining an order 
for supervised visitation at Apna Ghar 
for the children to safely visit with 
their father. In this way, Fatima and her 
children can maintain safety and well-
being while the children visit with their 
father.  Apna Ghar’s staff ensure that no 
further harm is caused to the children 
or Fatima. 

Where is Fatima Now?

Fatima and her children moved from our 
safe home/emergency shelter to one of our 
transitional housing apartments. Fatima secured 
employment and is working on ensuring financial 
stability for herself and her children. 

Fatima and her children continue to work with 
the legal advocate, counselors, and transitional 
housing case manager. Fatima also recently 
received her driving permit and is currently taking 
driving lessons. She is more optimistic about her 
future now and feels capable of supporting herself 
and her children.  

Transitional Housing

After Fatima and her children had stayed in our safe home for a few 
months, when one of Apna Ghar’s transitional housing apartments 
became available, Fatima met with the case manager to learn about 
the program and discuss her options. She had recently secured a 
cooking job to support herself and her children and improve her skills. 
Apna Ghar provided a one bedroom fully furnished apartment for 
Fatima and her children. The agency will also cover rent and utilities 
for the duration of their stay. 

Fatima sets aside savings every month which will be returned to her 
when she moves out.  

Apna Ghar’s case manager helped Fatima create a budget 
and savings plan as well as long-term goals of securing 
better employment and finding permanent housing for 
herself and her children. Apna Ghar’s case manager 
also connected Fatima and her children to doctors and 
healthcare to improve their physical health. Apna Ghar’s 
case manager also assisted Fatima in enrolling her children 
in after school programs, and in pursuing hobbies and 
interests so that they can all continue to reclaim and 
rebuild their lives. 

Case Management
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TOTAL EXPENSES FY 2017 
$1,649,280

Statement of Financial Position 
ASSETS                                                                               

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents                              $520,404

Grant and contract receivables                  $323,343

Prepaid and deposits                               $17,633 

Total current assets                                     $861,380

Property and Equipment 
(net of accumulated depreciation)         $2,295,948

Total assets                                              $3,157,328

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS                                          

Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses            $18,502

Mortgages payable - current portion       $365,815

Note payable - related party        $600,000

Total current liabilities                                $984,317

Long-term liabilities

Mortgages payable - noncurrent portion                $0

Total Long-term liabilities                                  $0

Total liabilities                                           $984,317

Net Assets

Unrestricted                            $1,823,902      

Temporarily restricted                                    $349,109

Total net assets                                   $2,173,011

Total liabilities and net assets                  $3,157,328

For additional information, Apna Ghar‘s audited financial statements and 990 are available our website at www.apnaghar.org.

Audited Financials for Fiscal Year 2017

JULY 1, 2016 – JUNE 30, 2017

Statement of Activities 

TOTAL REVENUES FY 2017  
$1,862,847

Government 
Contracts

$748,619

40%

Foundations & 
Corporations

$411,000

22%

Events (net)

$111,258

6%

In-Kind

$183,025

10%

Programs

$989,813

85%

Management & 
General

$104,006

9%

Fundraising

$74,804

6%

Individual 
Contributions

$160,170

9%

Individual Grant

$250,000

13%
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Government and Foundation Partners and Grantors

Foundation Funders 
Albert Pick, Jr. Fund

Alphawood Foundation

Anonymous Foundation

Anonymous Foundation

Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

Chicago Community Trust

Chicago Foundation for Women

Crown Family Philanthropies

Field Foundation of Illinois

Greer Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation

Ravenswood Health Care Foundation

Robert R. McCormick Foundation 

Taproot Foundation

TJX Foundation

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago

VNA Foundation

Government Funders
City of Chicago, Department of Family and Support Services 

Cook County Justice Advisory Council

Emergency Food and Shelter Program

Family Court Enhancement Project

Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority 

Illinois Department of Human Services

Office of the Illinois Attorney General

Apna Ghar expresses its deep 
gratitude to our government, 
foundation, and corporate 
partners and grantors, as 
well as our donors and in-
kind contributors who gave 
their time and resources in 
2017. Your support moves 
our work forward.

Our apologies if we have inadvertently missed 
anyone on this list. 
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2017 Donors

$10,000 and above
BMO Harris Bank    
Ramzan and Parvin Dhanji Family Foundation
Ashok and Kavita Luthra
Dipankar and Alpana Mukhopadhyay 
Marjorie Pelino  
Anonymous Donor
   
$5,000 to $9,999
Nisha Begwani
Alok and Shanthi Gaur
Indian Medical Association of NW Indiana
Medstar Laboratory
Dr. Payal Naik
Stuart Family Foundation
 
$2,500 to $4,999
Suresh and Padma Desai
Eileen Fisher
Sugeeta and Ashish Kohli
Rahul Nand
Nisha and Raj Patel
Chirag Patel
Urmil Patel
Satish and Kinna Shah
Sasha GM Shaikh Foundation
Ennvee Technogroup      
Vokkaligara Parishat of America NFP 
  
$1,000 to $2,499 
Masoom Ahmed
Anonymous Donor 
Soni Basi
Donna Brown
Praveen Chathappuram
CME Group Community Foundation
Damyant and Parul Gill
Chand Gupta

Ashutosh and Sudha Gupta
Rod Hall
Nathan La Porte and Leah Handel
Rohina Jaffar
Brij and Prema Malani
Glenn McDonald
Rashmi Chugh and Sandeep Mehta
Katie Miller
Tapan Nagori
Reena Panchal
Rupak Parikh
Alpa Patel
Venoodhar and Madhuri Reddy
Christopher Resto
Julius Rutili
Achyut Setlur
Minesh Shah
Ashok and Ila Shah
Saad Shahab
Prem Sharma
Ranjit Singh and Narinder Kaur Singh
Reed Smith
Rachel and Rakesh Subramanian
Ganesh and Tina Sundaram
St Thomas Orthodox Church
Albert Thomas
Nishu and Arpi Thukral
Vedder Price PC
Michael Wasserman
Peter and Gloria Wolodzko
Margaret Zangrilli
  
$500 to $999 
Beejal Amin
Humera Asem
Shan Bhati
Manu and Manisha Chander
Sean Chaudhuri
Sameer Chhabria

Pessoolal Chhabria
Casarine Chong
Stahl Crowley Addis LLC
Asim Farooq
Kalsoom Saleem and Aamer Ghaffar
Katie Hall
Seth Hemming
Sharon A. and Daniel G. Hunter-Smith
Ashima Jaiswal
Andy Kang
Deepa and Rohit Kashyap
John Kerastas
Viswanath and Diana Krishnan
Jaidev Kunjur
Leslie Landis                                       
Kshitiz Malik
Suresh Mangtani
Antonina Miceli
Chris Mutz
Sachin Parikh
Jayanti and Rama Patel
Samit Patel
Dineshchandra and Vimalaben Patel
Harsit Patel
Narendrabh Patel
Sahaja Reddy
Debjani Roy
Zafar and Shehnaz Sait
Danielle Samoylovich
Heather Steans
Steven and Vivian Thomas
Anthony Tran
John Tullsen and Evan Siegel
Padmavati Venkatesan
Shridhar Ventrapragada
  
$100 to $499
James Abraham
Aklilu Adeye
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Manoj and Nandini Adhikari
Kush and Naina Agarwal
Neerja Aggarwal
Abhishek Agnihotri
Louis Agosta
Aneet Ahluwalia
Diljit and Mohina Ahluwalia
Sofia Ahmad
Harun Ahmed
Iraqi Mutual Aid Society
Alicia Aiken
Kishor and Kumudini Ajmere
Sioban Albiol
Janel Angeles
Jennifer Arnquist
Anita Arora
George Arvanitis
Sylvia Bacon
Basanti and Manatosh Banerji
Abhay and Rupal Bapat
Caitlin Barlow
Kumud and Sudha Barman
Amanda Basil
Lisa Battisfore
Deepti Beniwal
Ann Berdahl
Pradeep and Geeta Bhalla
R Jay Bhalodia 
Monique Bhargava
Amit Bhatia
Nikhil and Anjali Bhatt
Jennifer Billingsley
Ryan Bird
Virendra and Raj Bisla
Christopher Bowen
Diana Bowman
Nolan Brown
Kayla Brown
Peter Burgraf
Tripti Burt
James Burton
Jill Cahr
Thomas Cascarano
Sonia Chand
Rakesh and Anita Chandra
Shruti and Rajini Chandramouli
Sandhya Chandrasekhar
Prasad and Nivedita Chappidi
Bijal Chaturvedi
Genious Chaudhry
Samina Chaudhry Khan
Amit Chaudhuri
Anshika Chawla
T. Paul Chawla
Rita and Jag Chawla
Simi Chhabria
Vishal Chhabria

Loyola Chicago
Sanjeev and Rashmi Chitnis
Sung Yeon Choimorrow
Rajendra and Usha Choksi
Christopher Christopher
Rakesh K. and Anju Chugh
Jon Cohen
Sucheta Connolly
Kathleen Cronin
Justyna Czechowska
Ravi Dabas
Suniti And Vinod Dalal
Kaushal Dalal
Reeba Daniel
Wil Das
Dipankar and Kathleen Dasgupta
Charles S. Davenport Ttee
Susheela Dayal
Srishtee Dear
Bhavini and Samir Desai
Alpaa Desai
Alice Desai
Ila Desai
Reshma Dhake
Vidyasagar and Nagamani Dharmapuri
Exelon Dollars for Doers
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Sean Downey
Selma D’Souza
Vatsala Dubey
Joan and James Ducayet
Zainab Ekbal
Indira Elangovan
Shawn Ellis
Katie Fang
First Bank and Trust
Carolynn Fisher
Cindy Fogleman
Jeff Forbeck
Susan Fortino-Brown
Johanna Foster
Pat Fratminco
Noy Frial
Lisa Frohmann
Frontier Capital Management Company, LLC
Thomas Fuchs and Felecia Bartow
Bridget Gainer
Niketa Gandhi
Priya Garg
Vandana Garodia
Somy George
Naveen George
Erin Gerber
Rahim Gilani
Melissa Gillispie
Sonu Commar and Gira Vashi

Kiran Girdhar
Bob Glaves
Bimal Goel
David Goldberg
Todd Goldberg
Alex Goldfayn
Steve Goldman
Rani Gordon
Umesh P and Panna Goswami
Preston Goulson
Pravesh Goyal
Chitra Goyal
Joseph Graves
Shinda Grewal
Narinderpal Grewal
Mo Guilfoile
Anjali Gupta
Anuja Gupta
Sendhil Revuluri and Venu Gupta
Rajat and Nisha Gupta
Nupur Gupta
Raina Gupta
Ruchi Gupta
Sonal Gupta
Brahma And Manju Gupta
Sanjay Gupta
Sagina Hanjrah
Bryan Hara
Laura Harper
Rooshey Hasnain
Harriet Hausman
Healthcare Alternative Systems Inc
Jessica Henry
Barbara Hoff
Michael Hogan
Karen J. Hunt
Jocelyn Hurley
Vidya Iyer
Jo Jackson
Mike Jackson
Naveen and Rachna Jain
Jagjit and Rani Jain
Dinesh and Sunita Jain Ttee
Sumeena Jairaj
Jill Jeffrey
Lindsay Jenkins
Thomas Jensen
Sharon Johnson
Shari Johnson
Sanat Joshi
Shams Juveria
Ravi and Neelam Kacker
Arvind and Rita Kakodkar
Anviksha Kalscheur
Krishna and Uma Kalyan Raman
Barry Kanarek
Shanta Kanukollu
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Tanvi Kapatral
Gauri Kapoor
Deepak and Febe Kapoor
Indersen Karna
Mohena Kaur
Abbie Kelly
Mary Eileen Kennedy
Elizabeth Kent
Keith Keogh
Bashir and Nitza Khan
Faraz Khan
Janardan and Amita Khandekar
Rajesh and Asha Khanna
Tina Khaunte
Mike and Hersh Khetarpal
Kanta Khipple
Amy Kilbane
Phillip Kim
Lakima King
Punam Kishore
Michael Klein
Carter Klein
Jeremiah Klinger
Mansi Kohli
Amrit Komal
Jeny and Soly Koruth
Suresh Krishnan
Kirti Kulkarni
Thomas Kurian
Lily Labovitz
Daniel Lee
Karen Lennon
David Lewis
Neena Litton
Katherine Lobo
Marcia Maack
Prakruti Makam
Premraj Makkuni
Madhu Malhotra

Kailash Malhotra
Samreen Malik
Sumit Manchanda
Melissa Mandarich
John Marchese
Wilfred Martis
Manoj Mathenthiran
Nidhin Mattappally
Keri McGuire
Cheryl Mckinley
Richard McMenamin
Anshu Mehrota
Hina Mehta
Tejal And Raju Mehta
Anita and Arvind Mehta
Shalini Mendelsohn
John Michon
Kellie Milligan
Farhad Minwalla
Fauzia Mohammad
Sunita and Vinod Motiani
Serena Moy
Debjani Mukherjee
Sabeeha R. Mukit
Haresh and Devyani Muni
Shibani Munshi
Sohail and Penelope Murad
Raja Nadimpalli Ttee
Ajay and Preeti Nagarkatte
Ronny And Roshani Naidu
Shanta Nair
Surinder Nand
Srinivasan Nandipati
Pramod and Kamayani Narang
Shefali Nathan
Roshini Neduvelil
Pratibha And John Nelson
Debbie Nichani
Gurinder Nihal

Greg Nikitas
Robert Noble
Danial Noorani
John Ocallaghan
Subin Oommen
Lori Ovitz
Fowad Paloba
Milind Panat
Yasmeen Panawala
Parag Parikh
Pravin and Karen Patel
Dilip and Krishna Patel
Mahlaqa Patel
Aseet Patel
Apeksha Patel
Jig Patel
Ashruta Patel
Madhuri Patel
Rita Patel
Dipesh Patel
Paul and Munira Patel
Rima Patel
Umesh Patel
Paragi and Umang Patel
Anoop and Asha Patnaik
Jeffrey and Terry Paule
Tracey Pavlishin
Ross Pazzol
Kirk Peterson
Andrew Pigott
Kass Plain
Larry and Irene Poblete
Richard Pons
Gopal and Subhash Popli
Naveen Prashantham
Brogan Ptacin
Sarode and Geetha Pundaleeka
Asha Pundaleeka
Sidd and Sujatha Purkayastha

Donors who gave in 2017, continued
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Afshan Qureshi
Sabrina Qureshi
Saiyed Rabbani
Aradhana Raj
Karai Rajakumar
Raj R. and Kanchana Rajasekhar
Michele Randall
Raheel Rao
Vignesh Rao
Ravenswood Presbyterian Church
Ravi Gopalan and Prabha Ravi
Jeffrey Ray
Geetha Reddy
Lea Reyes
Lilia Reyes
Rebecca Riegert
Shannon Riordan
Steven Ripes
Neha Robinson
Alan and Debra Rosenburg
Karin Ruetzel
Prem and Sujaya Rupani
Kush and Myra Sahai
Rathi Sahgal
Shalini Sahrawat
Deepti Sahrawat
Jessica Salsbury
Rajeev and Sara Samuel
Ellen Sandor
Meenaxi and Meera Sanghani
Carrie Santo
Jitendra Saraswat
Uttam Saraswat
Anju Saraswat
Deryl Sequeira
Andrew Serafin
Bipin and Kailas Shah
Payal Shah
Vandana Shah

Paresha Shah
Ajay Shah
Deepa Sharan
Salaeha Shariff
Molshree Sharma
Manish Sharma
Lesley Shaw
Sujatha Shenoy
Naini Sidana
Samiyah Siddiqui
Ryan Sikorski
John O’Hare and Carole Silver
Puneet Singh
Jatinder and Davinder Singh
Lasandra Skinner
Gregory Skony
Mark and Gretchen Skoog
Tim Smith
Steven Smutny
Sufyan Sohel
Namita Solanki Patel
Ian Solomon
Viren Soni
Renee Sprogis-Marohn
Devangi Sreekanth
Kartik Sreenivasan
Peter Stavropoulos
Brittany Steinberg
Binal Sutaria
Shastri and Tara Swaminathan
Taj Syed
Anthony Taglia
Preethi Talwar
Li-Su Tan
Fouzia Tanweer
Upneet and Jessica Teji
Marta Thakkar
Shalu Thakral
Padma Thakrar

Seema Thapar
Dorairaju Thavaseelan
The GE Foundation
Bala Thiagarajan
Sumathi Thiyagarajan
Juliana Tioanda
Anju Tomar
Linda Tortolero
Laura Ullman
South Asian Law Students Association 
University Of Chicago Law School
Priya Valenti
Aziz Valika
Batul Valika
Susan Van Den Toorn
Shiwali Varshney
Rohitkumar Vasa
Manju Vats
Sylvia Vatuk
Karamjit Virk
Sheela Vishwanath
Sudesh and Mala Vohra
Anant D. and Jyotsna A. Vyas
Sushma Wadhwa
Beata Weiss
John Westerman
Vanice Wheeler
Pamela Wilson
Gretchen Wolf
Bonny Wolf
Ashley Wooten
Rathna K Yallapragada
Robert And Joan Yohanan
Eugene Yohannan
Young Jains of America
YWCA - Evanston/Northshore
Martin and Pamela Zadigian
Gabrielle Zenoni
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Safe Home Opening in January 2017

22 Safe Home Opening



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sameer Chhabria, President
Alpa Patel, Vice President
Praveen Chathappuram, Treasurer
Nisha Patel, Secretary
Saiyed Rabbani, Member-At-Large

Neha Gill, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
Hina Amer, Office Administrator 
Murtaza Ali, Accountant
Nayyer Hasnain, Volunteer

DEVELOPMENT
Ashley Tsuruda, Development Manager
Kayla Brown, Development Associate

SAFE HOME/EMERGENCY SHELTER
Samina Kausar, Shelter Advocate and Counselor
Tegest Tesfaw, Shelter Advocate
Kelebe Eshetu, Shelter Advocate
Fatima Hooda, Shelter Advocate
Teuta Peja, Shelter Advocate
Mehnush Hameie, Shelter Advocate

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING
Ronti Ghosh, Case Manager

LEGAL ADVOCACY
Fauzia Mohammad, Supervisor,  Advocacy Services
Naveen Siddiqui, Legal Advocate
Razeena Tharani, Legal Advocate

COUNSELING
Sara Heidbreder, Counselor
Nina Tonchev, Counselor
Chih-Hsien Lin, Counselor

SUPERVISED VISITATION AND SAFE EXCHANGE 
(SVSE)
Amrita Hanjrah, Court Liaison
Natalia Soler, SVSE Advocate
Lala Mahmudova, SVSE Advocate
Marné Timon, SVSE Advocate
Emily Prisuta, SVSE Advocate

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
Radhika Sharma-Gordon, Manager, Outreach and Education

Apna Ghar Board

ALUMNI BOARD

Danial Noorani
Kanta Khipple
Prem Sharma
Usha Wasan
Ketki Parikh

ASSOCIATE BOARD

Scheila Kassam
Bilal Rathore
Nachi Das
Mali Gupta

Masoom Ahmed
Sugeeta Kohli
Kalsoom Saleem
Ash Luthra
Tapan Nagori

Veera Venugopal
Tina Sundaram
Shalini Sahrawat
Qasim Gillani
Beata Weiss

Apna Ghar Staff
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apnaghar.org  | 4350 N. Broadway, 2nd Floor  |  Chicago, IL 60613

Main	Office:	773 883 4663  |  Skokie	Office: 847 983 4099  |  Fax:	773 883 4664  |  Crisis	Line:	773 334 4663

facebook.com/ApnaGharInc @ApnaGharInc

@ApnaGharInc youtube.com/user/ApnaGharInc

INVEST 
You can help survivors of gender violence reclaim and rebuild their lives

• Donate to Apna Ghar online, by mail, or over the phone
• Sponsorship opportunities available for individuals and corporations at our fundraising events
• Connect us to your giving networks

INSPIRE
Introduce your friends, peers, and colleagues to Apna Ghar 

• Host a party or a fundraiser to increase awareness and support for Apna Ghar’s work
• Bring friends, family, and colleagues to our events
• Link to us or feature us on your website, blog and/or social media, and print publications
• Join the movement to end gender violence in your communities

VOLUNTEER
You can make a difference by donating your time and expertise 

• Take our 40-Hour Domestic Violence training and work directly with survivors
• Volunteer at special events and fundraisers (applications available online)
• Partner with us for group volunteer opportunities

GET INVOLVED
TOGETHER WE CAN END GENDER VIOLENCE

STAY CONNECTED


