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FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friend and Supporter,

Each year, with your assistance, Apna Ghar conducts 
outreach and advocacy and provides critical, 
comprehensive, and culturally competent services to 
survivors of gender violence - a global human rights 
violation and public health concern. We reach more 
than 5,000 people annually in our area. 

More than any other time since our inception, Apna 
Ghar has grown and amplified its impact significantly 
over the past few years. We have more than doubled 
our operating budget and we now offer services out 
of multiple locations in the city and suburbs. Most 
recently we added a location on the city’s south side. In 
2019, we completed our strategic plan for the next five 
years targeting not only growth, but also sustainability. 
In this year’s annual report we want to share with you 
what your contributions mean to Apna Ghar and the 
communities we serve.

In early 2020, we pivoted to address the pressing and 
emerging needs brought on by the global COVID-19 
pandemic, and the collective uprising to end deep-
seated and structural racism.  We responded rapidly to 
ensure the health, safety and well-being of our program 
participants and the communities we serve.  We 
reflected deeply on the legacy of systemic inequities and 
their generational impact. We recommitted ourselves 
to working towards a fair and just society informed 
by the experiences and narratives of the people and 
communities we serve.  We did all of this with a clear-
eyed understanding that we are in a moment in history 
that will define us for generations to come.  

We received a grant from the US Department of 
Justice, Office of Violence Against Women (OVW) 
to understand and connect the links between family 
violence with gun and community violence. Led by the 
Alliance for Safety and Justice, we formed the Illinois 
Shared Safety Coalition with our partners to envision 
a world where everyone can attain safety and take 
responsibility for ensuring this safety. We provided 
recommendations to Mayor Lori Lightfoot and the city 
of Chicago on their violence prevention efforts and to 
the Cook County Commission on Women’s Issues. We 
were fortunate to be included in Governor JB Pritzker’s 

Press Briefings to inform his office, the state and the 
public on the negative impact of the pandemic and of 
existing inequities in our communities, and to provide 
our recommendations for short and long term change. 

We developed a research-based model for enhanced 
supervised visitation and safe exchange services and an 
accompanying psychoeducational curriculum for fathers 
who want to improve relationships with their children 
and repair harm. We launched our first group with 
interested fathers in 2019 and gained insight about the 
arduous but worthwhile effort to take responsibility to 
repair harm and restore relationships. We learned that 
restorative practices that are effective for individuals 
can also be applied to and be equally effective in 
community and larger settings.  

Globally, 1 in 3 women is affected by gender violence 
over the course of her lifetime. This is a terrible statistic, 
but with your support, Apna Ghar continues to 
empower survivors, engage communities and elevate 
the issue to engender lasting change. It was a privilege 
to represent Apna Ghar in Taiwan at the 4th World 
Conference of Women’s Shelters, the largest and most 
diverse global gathering for protection services and 
the prevention of gender violence. While it reinforced 
the unfortunate fact that gender violence is a global 
phenomenon occurring across communities, countries 
and continents, it also generated incredible ideas for 
creative collaboration to make change possible. 

Our talented board, staff and volunteers, the 
courageous survivors we are privileged to serve, you, our 
generous donors, and our extended community propel 
our work in the movement to end gender violence, and 
we thank you for your ongoing support. 

Sincerely,

ALPA JAYANTI PATEL 
Board President

NEHA GILL
Executive Director
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ABOUT GENDER VIOLENCE

A global human rights violation and public health concern

WHAT WE DO

Empower survivors. Engage communities. Elevate the issue of gender violence.

Apna Ghar is a human rights organization working to end 
gender violence with an evidence-based model

Apna Ghar was founded in 1989 after hotline calls 
revealed a high incidence of domestic and family 
violence, abandonment, trafficking, sexual harassment 
and violence in the growing populations of immigrants 
and refugees in the metropolitan Chicago area. The calls 
revealed that immigrant and refugee survivors were 
reluctant to seek assistance due to linguistic, cultural 
and legal barriers.

In these last 30 years Apna Ghar has since grown in 
size and in scope, operating out of multiple locations 
and providing critical, comprehensive and culturally 
competent services, outreach and advocacy that 

empowers survivors, engages communities and elevates 
the issue of gender violence.

Our guiding principles are rooted in the belief that 
gender violence is a rights-based issue, that our 
programs need to be survivor-centered, trauma-
informed, strengths-based and empowerment-focused. 
We embrace survivor diversity in terms of age, gender 
expression, sexual orientation, immigration status, 
ethnicity, nationality, and ability.  These principles reflect 
our core values of human rights, cultural humility, high 
quality, collaborative, and impactful services, outreach 
and advocacy. 

In all 
societies, 
women and girls are 
subjected to physical, 
sexual and psychological 
abuse that cuts across 
lines of income, class and 
culture.

Violence committed against someone 
because of their real or perceived gender

Partner abuse, Child abuse and Elder abuse
Physical, sexual, emotional, verbal and 
psychological abuse
Economic abuse
Restricting movement, and withholding essentials
Stalking
Surveillance and cyber-stalking
Trafficking, labor and sexual exploitation
Forced or early marriage
State sanctioned violence

What is Gender Violence?
Immigrant and 
Refugee Survivors 
Face Unique 
Challenges

LANGUAGE BARRIERS

ECONOMIC BARRIERS

IMMIGRATION & LEGAL 

BARRIERS

THREATS, INTIMIDATION 

& ISOLATION

USING CITIZENSHIP OR 

RESIDENCY PRIVILEGE

WITHHOLDING 

DOCUMENTS & FINANCES

COMMUNITY & 

EXTENDED FAMILY 

NORMS

Approximately 1 in 10 
Americans aged 60+ have 
experienced some form of elder 
abuse.

Apna Ghar’s availability for survivors 
of gender violence from underserved, 
marginalized and vulnerable communities.

24 hours a day 
7 days a week  
365 days a year 

1 out of 3 
women
will experience gender-
based violence in her 
lifetime.

47%

Children who 
witness or 
experience 
violence are at 
serious risk for 
lifelong physical 
and mental health 
problems.

of transgender 
people are sexually 
assaulted at some 
point in their 
lifetime.

OUR SERVICE MODEL

Transcending Boundaries: 
Investigating Gender 
Violence among 
Immigrant Women
Together with the Center for Urban 
Research and Learning at Loyola 
University, we developed a comprehensive, 
culturally competent model designed 
specifically for the population we serve 
that reflects a holistic understanding of 
the macro and micro-level barriers faced 
by immigrant survivors of gender violence.

Gender violence is rooted in gender and racial inequality
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COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND SOCIAL UPRISING

Apna Ghar on the frontlines

Apna Ghar has been on the frontlines and committed 
to providing every available resource to the most 
vulnerable among us, during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Our staff who are trained in emergency and crisis 
response ensured that our program participants 
are safely housed, have access to food and essential 
needs, as well as relevant, up to date and linguistically 
appropriate information on the health crisis, and access 
to testing and healthcare. In addition, we are assisting 
with technology support, online education support 
for young people, online parenting support, financial 
assistance, and access to employment and educational 
support. We created comprehensive resources and an 
advisory describing emerging needs and are ensuring 
wide dissemination. 

Research and our experience show that pandemics and 
large-scale crises exacerbate existing inequities. Those 
who are already vulnerable and marginalized bear the 
brunt of the negative impact. Apna Ghar continues to 
provide an intersectional response to address the socio-
economic issues that our communities already face, 
that are now being further compounded by this public 
health crisis. 

How We Are Helping: 
•	 Rapid Response while simultaneously assessing 

Emerging Needs 

•	 Emergency and Long-Term Housing Assistance 

•	 Food and Essential Needs Assistance  

•	 Providing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

•	 Access to Healthcare  

•	 Economic and Employment Assistance 

•	 Telehealth and Virtual Counseling Support 

•	 Technology and Online Learning Support for Adults 
and Children 

•	 Transportation Support

•	 Mobile Advocacy and Access to Justice 

•	 Gender and Racial Justice Advocacy and Activism

•	 Training and Community Education 

•	 Reflection and Institutional Investment 

REBECCA’S JOURNEY

Rebecca came to Chicago as a 
young bride from East Africa after 
an arranged marriage to a man who 
she had never met.  Soon after she 
arrived in Chicago, Rebecca realized 
that her husband and his family had 
deceived her, that he was not who he 
claimed to be, and that he expected 
her to submit to him and sacrifice her 
dreams. He believed this was what a 
wife was supposed to do. Rebecca did 
not speak much English and did not 
know anyone else in Chicago or the 
United States, so she didn’t know who 
to reach out to for help. Fortunately, 
she heard of Apna Ghar at her place 
of worship when someone that she 
met there told her about the agency 
and our legal advocate who spoke her 
language.  

Rebecca reached out to Apna Ghar 
and reported immediately feeling 
heard, and she found out about 
the options available to her. When 
Rebecca decided she couldn’t take the 
abuse anymore, she called our legal 
advocate and together they called the 
police to accompany Rebecca and her 
children to our safe home. To make 
the call, Rebecca had to lock herself in 
the bathroom. Our advocate on one 
line and the police were on the other 
while her spouse yelled and banged 

on the door and attempted to kick it 
open. Our advocate stayed on the line 
comforting Rebecca and guiding the 
police. Shaken up and traumatized, 
Rebecca and her children left their 
home and arrived at ours. Our legal 
and housing advocates were waiting 
for them and helped the family settle 
in. 

Legal Rights and Remedies
Apna Ghar staff immediately started 
working with Rebecca on her service 
plan and our legal advocate started 
the process of securing custody of her 
three young children, by helping her 
connect with a pro bono attorney. 
The attorney was successful in 
helping Rebecca file for divorce, gain 
sole custody of her children, and 
seek child support from her abusive 
ex-husband. Apna Ghar’s supervised 
visitation advocates ensured that 
the children could meet their father 
during court-mandated visits. Our 
legal advocates also helped Rebecca 
connect with an immigration 
attorney who helped her self-
petition under the Violence Against 
Women Act so that she is no longer 
dependent on her ex-husband for 
immigration status, and can stay in 
the United States with her children 
on her own accord.  

Empowerment Focused Care 
Apna Ghar’s housing advocates 
connected Rebecca to our counseling 
services to help her and her children 
heal and recover from the trauma 
they’d experienced. In the beginning, 
Rebecca would freeze at even the 
thought of her ex-husband and the 
abuse she had endured. But with 

counseling, and by tapping into her 
own reserves, she was able to face 
him with confidence in court with 
our advocate by her side. Rebecca 
continues to benefit from individual 
and group therapy sessions, and 
from working with her case manager 
on financial empowerment and 
pursuing her employment and 
educational goals. Her children have 
also benefitted from counseling, after 
school support and childcare at Apna 
Ghar. Rebecca has emerged as an 
empowered young woman focused 
on achieving her goals and dreams. 

Housing and Economic 
Support
After Rebecca found employment, 
she and her children moved out 
of our safe home to a transitional 
housing apartment that we provided. 
She pays a portion of her earnings 
towards rent, but that goes into a 
savings account and will be returned 
to her when she moves out. She 
drives her own car to work before 
she drops off one child at the 
neighborhood school, and the other 
two for childcare at a local center. 
She is a certified nursing assistant 
and works at a hospital while also 
pursuing further education to 
become a registered nurse. She takes 
great pride in her culinary skills and 
cooks wonderful meals for the friends 
she made in our housing program. It 
is a joy to see Rebecca form bonds of 
friendship with other survivors and 
support them.  She also volunteers 
her time at her community’s center 
where she even advocates for other 
survivors. 

Justice, Healing, Empowerment

Apna Ghar helped Rebecca realize her goals and live an empowered life Apna Ghar is raising awareness to ensure adequate financial, 
emotional and physical resources, as well as culturally and 
linguistically appropriate support during this crisis and beyond it
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Apna Ghar opens new south side location  

On November 1, 2019, we opened 
our new location in the Ashburn 
neighborhood to serve the south 
side of the city of Chicago and 
surrounding south suburbs. This 
project in collaboration with the 
South Suburban Family Shelter 
(SSFS) is primarily supported by 
the Illinois Department of Human 
Services. It is a unique opportunity 
to engage in asset-based community 
development while addressing 
gender violence that is rooted in 
gender and racial discrimination.  

We have already started to have a 
more visible presence in the area 
and have formed partnerships 
through active outreach 
engagements with nonprofits and 
community based organizations, 
businesses, educational institutions 
and government officials, that allow 
us to address interrelated issues 
including gun and community 
violence, housing discrimination, 

health disparities, and civil rights 
violations, while simultaneously 
increasing access to services and 
care.

Scaling Up Our Programs 
and Services
We continue to grow our presence 
and impact on the north side of the 
city and in the north and northwest 
suburbs through our main location 
in Uptown, our partnership with 
Swedish Hospital and our location in 
Skokie, Illinois.  

Our medical advocacy program 
at Swedish Hospital, now a part of 
NorthShore University HealthSystem 
has grown the hospital’s capacity 
to address gender violence in their 
patient population. Our specialized 
trainings to medical personnel on 
conducting assessments, providing 
referrals and treatment, coupled 
with the presence of our staff onsite 
to provide counseling, medical 

advocacy and case management 
services have created an 
environment of holistic and trauma-
informed care.  

Our housing program continues to 
grow. Apna Ghar’s purpose-built, 
custom-designed safe home has 
doubled our capacity to serve 
survivors, and we have added 
transitional housing apartments and 
rental assistance support options for 
our families.  

We have scaled up our core 
programs and services across the 
agency, increased the number of 
direct services staff and expanded 
our service offerings. 

We continue to serve survivors from 
Cook, Lake, DuPage, Will, Kane and 
McHenry counties, neighboring 
states and nationally to relocate 
survivors to Chicago. 

APNA GHAR’S LOCATIONS

Serving diverse communities 

WHO WE SERVE

In 2019, 
we provided direct services to 
464 adults and 140 children. 

Apna Ghar specializes in working with underserved and 
marginalized populations

Our program 
participants 
come from 
more than 65 
countries.

23%
of program participants were 
children under 19 
0-19: 23%

20-29: 17%

30-39: 33%

40-49: 20%

50-59: 6%

60+: 1%

77%
of adults were parents
Parents: 77%

Single Adults: 33%

36%
of program participants were 
Asian or Pacific Islander
Asian or Pacific Islander: 36%

Black/African American/
African or Caribbean 
descent: 19% 

White/Caucasian/ 
European descent: 19%

Latinx: 13%

Multiracial: 12%

Middle Eastern or  
North African: 2%

Serving survivors and communities impacted by gender violence

Apna Ghar is committed to equity and upholding human rights. Ethnicity, race, immigration status, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, age and/or ability are no bar. All services are free and voluntary and provided in a participant 
centered, trauma-informed manner and aligned to the specific needs of each program participant.

In addition to the 
United States, 
our program 
participants come 
from countries in 
South, Southeast 
and East Asia, the 
Pacific Islands, the 
Middle East and 
North Africa, East, 
West, Central and 
Southern Africa, 
Europe, Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean.

At any given 
time, we provide 
services in more 
than 20 different 
languages.

75%
of program participants were 
immigrants and refugees
Immigrants and Refugees: 75%

US Born: 25%
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APNA GHAR’S 3-PRONGED APPROACH

At Apna Ghar we are issue based and community focused. We have 
developed a three-pronged approach to ending gender violence

2019 IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

Serving families

WE OFFER RESOURCES, GUIDANCE, AND SUPPORT 

THROUGH IN-DEPTH CASE MANAGEMENT

We help survivors identify and connect to 
community resources for health care, public 
benefits, financial, employment, and educational 
goals, housing and other critical needs.

351 adults and 
71 children

WE WORK WITH ADULT AND CHILD SURVIVORS TO 

PROCESS AND HEAL FROM THE TRAUMA OF ABUSE

This is achieved through individual, group and family 
services using psycho-social education, narrative 
therapy, support groups, expressive therapy and 
conflict management.

231 adults and 
56 children

WE PROVIDE SAFE AND WELCOMING HOUSING

The safe home/emergency shelter provides survivors 
fleeing abuse a home-like healing environment 
where they can regain control of their lives.

59 adults and 
30 children

WE GUIDE SURVIVORS THROUGH THE LEGAL SYSTEM 

AND HELP ACCESS AVAILABLE LEGAL REMEDIES

Legal advocates assist survivors in obtaining orders of 
protection, pressing criminal charges, crime victims’ 
compensation, filing for divorce, custody and 
support, as well as acquiring legal immigration status 
through protective statuses such as the Violence 
Against Women Act.

184 adults

WE HELP CREATE A SAFE AND HEALING 

ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN TO INTERACT WITH 

VISITING PARENTS WHO HAVE TYPICALLY CAUSED 

HARM TO THE FAMILY

Our advocates work with parents to create 
appropriate plans to repair and build relationships 
with children in order to ensure that the children’s 
lives continue to be free from violence.

151 adults and 
86 children

21 adults and 
9 children

WE PROVIDE SECOND STAGE HOUSING AIMED 

TO PROVIDE STABLE AND PERMANENT HOUSING 

THROUGH TEN SCATTERED SITE INDEPENDENT 

APARTMENTS ACROSS CHICAGO

Transitional housing gives survivors an opportunity 
to live rent and utility free, empowering them to 
create robust savings plans to move towards stable 
and permanent housing.

WE ADDRESS THE IMMEDIATE SAFETY NEEDS OF SERVICE SEEKERS VIA OUR 24-HOUR 

CRISIS LINE, TEXT, AND EMAIL

We provide safety planning, crisis counseling, information and resources to callers 24 
hours, 365 days per year.

1,404 
calls

WE RAISE COMMUNITY AWARENESS ABOUT GENDER 

VIOLENCE AND PROVIDE INFORMATION AND TRAINING 

ON AVAILABLE RESOURCES

We provide the 40-hour domestic violence training 
as well as training and technical assistance to partner 
organizations. We conduct institutional and policy 
advocacy to work on improving overall conditions for the survivors we serve. We work with legislators, advocacy and 
community groups, community leaders, and the general public to raise awareness, make systemic and policy changes 
to improve current processes, responses and remedies, and increase options available to survivors.

3,991 people 
through 488 
outreach events

Services

OutreachAdvocacy

We provide comprehensive intervention and prevention 
services aimed at helping survivor participants achieve 
safety, stability and self-sufficiency. In addition, we provide 
services to those who have caused harm to be accountable 
and repair the harm.  

We conduct outreach, provide community education, 
training and technical assistance in an effort to raise 
awareness about gender violence while providing resources 
and information on appropriate responses.  

We conduct systems and policy level advocacy in 
partnership with advocacy groups to improve overall 
conditions for the survivors we serve. 

Apna Ghar’s three-pronged approach is solutions focused

We provide comprehensive intervention and prevention services
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OUTREACH, PARTNERSHIPS, SITE VISITS

Charting our future 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTS: 2019 was yet another year of forging new relationships, engaging with policy 
makers, community and business leaders, healthcare professionals, university students, faculty and administrators, 
and so many others through our outreach, education and training efforts. We participated in taskforces, press 
conferences and listening sessions, presented at conferences and community events, and trained new volunteers, 
staff and members of partner organizations. We participated in a PSA for the city of Chicago to inform immigrants 
and refugees about their rights during the COVID-19 pandemic.

APNA GHAR’S STRATEGIC PLAN

We engage communities and our partners to inform policies 
and shift norms

Deepening our relationships

SITE VISITS: In 2019 we hosted Shabana Azmi, celebrated personality, actor, activist and Global Leadership 
Ambassador for Women in Public Service, noted artists Jenny Vyas and Yasmine Diaz, Sujatha Baliga, MacArthur 
Fellow and Director of the Restorative Justice Project at Impact Justice, and other notable people, academics, interns, 
fellows, partners, funders, donors, supporters and volunteers.

PARTNERSHIPS: Apna Ghar’s in-house services are complemented by strong community partnerships and 
collaborations that help the agency leverage resources for additional client services, shared funding, and joint 
advocacy for systemic changes that result in programs and policies sensitive to the needs of immigrant victims 
and survivors of gender violence. We are part of an innovative partnership – the Illinois Coalition for Shared Safety 
led by the Alliance for Safety and Justice to envision a world where everyone can attain safety and everyone takes 
responsibility for fostering it based in principles of community accountability. 

Apna Ghar has a new Strategic Plan for the next five years

TASKFORCES: Our membership in taskforces, committees and coalitions allow us to impact systems change.  
In 2019 and 2020 some of these included the City of Chicago’s Violence Prevention Committee, the Lawyering 
Project’s Advisory Committee, the Language Justice Coalition, Cook County’s Human Trafficking Taskforce, the 
Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Prevention Workgroup, the Tahirih Justice Center led Forced Marriage Initiative, 
as well as memberships with Forefront, the Network: Advocating to End Domestic Violence, the Illinois Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, and the Global Network of Women’s Shelters.

The strategic plan prioritized a sustainable business model, robust board governance, marketing to communicate 
our identity and growth, resource development and strategic partnerships, and organizational structure as 
priority areas. Our implementation process has begun, and we have already made progress in these areas.

Apna Ghar’s Strategic Plan
2019 - 2023

Impactful and 
Sustainable Growth

Strategic Priorities

Governance
Business
Model

Communication
Organization

Structure

Strategic Goal

Apna Ghar’s Strategic Plan
2019 - 2023

Impactful and 
Sustainable Growth

Strategic Priorities

Governance
Business
Model

Communication
Organization

Structure

Strategic Goal

In April 2019,   
Apna Ghar completed 
its strategic planning 
process with Sort Sol 
Group to develop and 
implement a five-year 
strategic plan. 
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Apna Ghar was recognized and highlighted for our leadership and 
impact

AWARDS, PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCES

We were honored that our partner the Center for Advancing Domestic Peace recognized Apna Ghar’s culturally 
competent, trauma-informed and strengths-based services addressing the unique needs of immigrant, refugee 
and marginalized populations at their Purple Dove gala in February 2020. 

Recognized for thought leadership

Apna Ghar’s supervised visitation and safe exchange advocates Emily Prisuta and Sheila Shankar presented about 
our research-based model for enhanced supervised visitation and safe exchange services that we developed in 
partnership with Inspire Action for Social Change at the National Association of Community and Restorative 
Justice (NACRJ) conference in Denver, Colorado. 

Apna Ghar’s Education and Outreach Manager Radhika Sharma Gordon co-led a workshop on serving 
immigrant and refugee survivors of gender violence at a conference organized by the Illinois Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault. 

Apna Ghar’s Programs Supervisor Sara Ogawa Heidbreder presented at the Integrated Creative Arts Therapy 
Conference on the benefits of creative arts therapeutic interventions.
 

Designs for Dignity’s Executive Director Jennifer Sobecki and Apna Ghar’s Executive Director Neha Gill led a 
national webinar on trauma informed design for grantees of the Office of Violence Against Women (OVW) 
serving underserved populations. 

Executive Director Neha Gill’s article on trauma-informed design which is about integrating the principles of 
trauma informed care into design with the goal of creating physical spaces that promote safety, well-being and 
healing was published by the Forbes Nonprofit Council in December 2019.

Apna Ghar contributed to an important report entitled Trauma, Dignity and Restoration: How the State’s Crime 
Victim Compensation Program Can Help Heal Crime Survivors and Communities. Executive Director Neha Gill 
wrote about the importance of empathic listening, healthy, positive and culturally and linguistically appropriate 
interventions. The report was published in December 2019 and covered by WBEZ.

In 2019 Apna Ghar developed a language advocacy curriculum to create language equity and ensure access to 
quality care and advocacy despite language barriers for our program participants and community members. We 
launched our training series based on the curriculum, first for our own staff, and then for staff of our partner 
agencies to effectively utilize their language skills to support vulnerable populations. Apna Ghar’s Program 
Manager Meher Rehman and Community Liaison Kavita D’Souza presented about the curriculum and the 
training at Northwestern University’s Center for Human Rights Conference on Language and Human Rights. 

Our sincere thanks to Mayor Lori Lightfoot and her team for highlighting Apna Ghar’s work at the first annual 
women’s spotlight luncheon on Giving Tuesday, December 3, 2019.

The Indo-American Democratic Organization 
(IADO) honored Executive Director Neha Gill with 
the Lifetime Achievement Award for Public Service 
at their 40th Annual Gala in October 2019. The 
event’s keynote address was made by Chicago’s 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot, and the event was attended 
by US Senator Dick Durbin, US Congresswoman 
Jan Schakowsky, Cook County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle, Cook County State’s Attorney Kim 
Foxx, State Representative Theresa Mah and many 
other public officials and community leaders. 

Our Education and Outreach Manager, Radhika Sharma Gordon was recognized as a 
#FavoriteAsianAmericanLeader by the Asian American Caucus in May 2020 for more than 30 years of service 
and advocacy. 

Executive Director Neha Gill represented Apna Ghar at the 
4th World Conference of Women’s Shelters held in Taiwan. It 
is the largest and most diverse global gathering on protection 
services and the prevention of gender violence. 

Apna Ghar’s Program Manager Meher Rehman, Development 
Manager Ashley Tsuruda and Executive Director Neha Gill 
represented Apna Ghar at the new grantee orientation in 
New Orleans, Louisiana organized by the Office of Violence 
Against Women at the US Department of Justice. 

AWARDS, PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCES

Executive Director Neha Gill was appointed to the Cook County Commission on Women’s Issues representing 
the 10th District in January 2020. She is deeply honored to receive the Chicago Foundation for Women’s 2020 
Impact Award for her commitment to improving the lives of women and girls in our area.

Executive Director Neha Gill is a 2019 Leadership Greater Chicago (LGC) Fellow and Board President Alpa Jayanti 
Patel is a LGC Fellow since 2015. In April 2020, they were both highlighted by LGC for their leadership and work 
on the frontlines during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Executive Director Neha Gill was honored with the Woman of Excellence Award for Community Service from 
the Women’s Empowerment Campaign in March 2019 during Women’s History Month.

We are grateful to United Way for profiling Executive Director Neha Gill and lifting up Apna Ghar’s work in April 
2019 during sexual assault awareness month in the United States.

Apna Ghar staff were selected to present on several issue 
areas at the National Conference on Health and Domestic 
Violence (NCHDV) scheduled for April 2020 which was 
postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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The Chicago Reader featured our work along with 
that of our partners in an article entitled, “Chicago 
organizations that support survivors and work to 
prevent sexual violence.”  

We are so proud that one of our program 
participants, Mercy is a founding member and 
owner of the innovative sewing cooperative Blue Tin 
Production that has received so much positive media 
attention including by WBEZ, and the Chicago Sun 
Times, Block Club Chicago, CSMonitor and by many 
others. 

Taylor Media featured the Indo-American 
Democratic Organization’s 40th Anniversary Gala 
where Executive Director Neha Gill received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award for Public Service, and 
the Chicago Tribune’s suburban edition featured 
the Women’s Empowerment Campaign’s gala where 
she received the Woman of Excellence award for 
Community Service.  

Our purpose-built safe home was featured by 
Sophisticated Living Magazine Chicago in an article 
about the work and mission of Apna Ghar and our 
partnership with Designs for Dignity.

APNA GHAR IN THE NEWS 

At the forefront of widespread individual, community and systemic change

AUDITED FINANCIALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019

ASSETS

Current Assets 

Cash and cash equivalents $814,426

Grants and contracts receivable 159,961

Property held for sale 653,612

Prepaid expenses and deposits 19,605

Total Current Assets $1,647,604

Property and Equipment* $1,596,061 

Total Assets $3,266,220

*Net of accumulated depreciation in FY 2019 ($374,607).

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable and  
accrued expenses $57,433

Mortgages payable (current portion) $0

Note payable (related party) $0

Total Current Liabilities $57,433

Net Assets 

Without donor restrictions $3,186,233

With donor restrictions $22,534

Total Net Assets $3,208,787

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $3,266,220

We take great pride in our financial transparency. Apna 
Ghar’s IRS Form 990s are available on our website. Audited 
financial statements are available upon request.

Statement of  
Activities

Statement of Financial 
Position

TOTAL EXPENSES FY 2019 

$1,648,988

TOTAL REVENUES FY 2019 

$2,138,504

Government  $1,090,865
Corporations & Foundations  $404,055
Individual Grants  $259,335
Individual Contributions  $93,940
Events (net)  $162,606
In-kind & Other  $127,703

Programs $1,265,219
Administration $286,148
Fundraising $97,621

51%

19%

12%

4%

8%
6%

77%

17%
6%

At Apna Ghar, we are dedicated to amplifying the voices of 
survivors of gender violence, raising awareness about the issue, 
and providing our perspective

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Apna Ghar provided 
insight on the experiences and needs of survivors of 
gender violence. We were featured in international, 
national and local print, television and radio including 
on CNN, Al Jazeera, Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun 
Times, WBEZ, SELF Magazine, Chicago Block Club, 
and others.

Executive Director Neha Gill was featured on a panel 
discussing alternatives to policing on WTTW’s nightly 
news show Chicago Tonight. 

Executive Director Neha Gill spoke about the needs 
of survivors of gender violence from culturally and 
linguistically specific communities at the Governor’s 
press briefing on Saturday, May 2, 2020 which was 
carried live by most Illinois media outlets. 

In 2019, we were featured in some of Chicago’s best and most respected media outlets

Chicago Health featured our partnership with 
Iraqi Mutual Aid Society (IMAS) to address mental 
health issues in immigrant and refugee communities. 
Our programs supervisor Sara Heidbreder was also 
featured in a video interview by Faith on the Journey.

VoyageChicago featured Executive Director Neha Gill 
in their Trailblazers section.  

For more information on articles and publications 
about us, please visit www.apnaghar.org/apna-ghar-in-
the-news.
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APNA GHAR’S SIGNATURE EVENTS

On May 2, 2019, our 11th Annual Taste for Life was attended by leaders, activists, supporters, influencers and top 
restaurants from the Chicago area’s vibrant communities. More than 300 invested stakeholders came together at 
the Chicago Cultural Center to support our work to end gender violence. The program was hosted by Sameena 
Mustafa, co-founder of Illinois for All. Chef Marisa of Mango Pickle joined us as our featured chef. 

Hoda Katebi and Mercy, Apna Ghar’s program participant and founding member of Blue Tin Production Co-Op, a 
fashion sewing cooperative run by refugee and immigrant women were our keynote speakers.  

Funkadesi led by longtime supporter Rahul Sharma who is also our Education and Outreach Manager Radhika 
Sharma Gordon’s younger brother gave a rousing and uplifting performance.  

Art of Dosa won the Guest’s Choice Award the second year in a row!  

Our sincere thanks to all the guests, our event sponsors, and the more than fifteen amazing restaurant, dessert and 
beverage sponsors for a wonderful celebration and fundraising event in support of our programs and services. 

11th Annual Taste for Life Benefit

Apna Ghar’s 30th Anniversary Gala

Apna Ghar’s anniversary gala celebrating 30 years of realizing gender justice was scheduled for Saturday, 
May 2, 2020 but it has been postponed to April 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In the last three 
decades, we have reached more than 100,000 survivors of gender violence and community members. 
We look forward to celebrating this important milestone and recognizing those who made it possible.  

13th Annual Stride Against Violence

On October 6, 2019, more than 500 runners, walkers, and volunteers joined us at our 13th annual 5K, Stride 
Against Violence to help us commemorate National Domestic Violence Awareness Month on a glorious fall day 
at the picturesque Montrose Park. Bollywood Groove got everyone warmed up, and  the Chicago Spirit Brigade 
cheered our runners on. 46th Ward Alderman James Cappleman spoke about his personal experience and the 
lasting impact of family violence. Secretary of State Jesse White called for inclusiveness and an end to all kinds 
of violence, and we were awed by the exhilarating performance of the Jesse White Tumbling Team.   

Our thanks to the event sponsors and all the guests for another successful Stride Against Violence 5K.  

Celebrating 30 years of realizing gender justice Niles North and Niles West High Schools Dance Marathon

Apna Ghar was selected as the year-long Dance 
Marathon beneficiary by Niles North and Niles West 
High Schools for the 2019-2020 academic year. The 
students held multiple events including a 5K run, 
canning, bake sales, and telephone fundraising to 
benefit Apna Ghar’s programs and services. The 8-hour 
dance marathon event was scheduled for May 2020 but 
was unfortunately canceled due to the pandemic. We 
are thankful to the students for their innovative and 
successful fundraising efforts.

APNA GHAR’S SIGNATURE EVENTS
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2019 DONORS

Individual & Small 
Business Donors

$10,000+ 
Ashok And Kavita Luthra
Marjorie Pelino

$5,000–$9,999 
Alok and Shanthi Gaur
Seth and Dorothy Hemming
Dipankar Mukhopadhyay
Venu Joseph and Payal Naik 

$2,500–$4,999 
Michael Clune
Suresh and Padma Desai
Frieda Incorporated
Rajeev and Sonia Kinra
Hasan Minhaj
Rahul Nand
Reena Panchal
Padma Venkatesan

$1,000–$2,499 
Masoom Ahmed
ASG Foundation
Vineeta Bonthala
Club of Indian Women
Sam Nandi and Martha Delgado
Bhavini Desai
Parag and Dulari Doshi
Zainab Ekbal
Damyant and Parul Gill
Namrata Goel
Anonymous Donors
Jeffrey Joseph
JRS Consulting Group
Asad Khan
Jacqueline Koustrup
The Law Offices of Sameer Chhabria
Luther Memorial Church of Chicago
Corina Mattson
Tracy Mayfield
Glenn and Laura Mcdonald
Rashmi Chugh and Sandeep Mehta
Sherizaan Minwalla
Elizabeth and Neil Nandi

Northwestern University
Evelyn D. Okorie
Alpa Patel
Dineshchandra and Vimalaben Patel
J. G. Patel
Nisha Patel
PRL Industries
Veena Ramaiah
Deepa Sahrawat
Shalini Sahrawat
Shashi and Achyut Setlur
Shashi and Achyut Setlur Family Fund
Amjad and Silvat Sheikh
Ranjit Singh and Narinder Kaur Singh
Kartika Sujdak
Tina and Ganesan Sundaram
Sanjay and Kallolini Tailor

$500–$999 
Narendra and Bharti Amin
Naureen Amjad
Jennifer Arnquist
Humera Asem
Abhay and Rupal Bapat
Shivender Beniwal
Sarita Bhakuni
Raj Bhatia
Rahul Chaudhary
Simi Chhabria
Vishnu Chundi
Vatsala Dubey
Usha Gugnani
Medini and Sanjeev Joshi

Liz Karsten
Masood Khan
Roopla Khanna
Jason and Deb Knupp
Nancy Maldonado
Kshitiz Malik
Sameena Mustafa
Chris Mutz
Tapan Nagori
Surinder Nand
Gurinder Nihal
Hitesh Patel
Harshadkumar Patel
Sanjay Patel
The Pattis Family Foundation
Steve Popp
Nilesh Prajapati
Niles Township High School
Agatha Rymanowska
Rajan Sareen
Ashim Seth
Minesh Shah
Swati Shah
Shah and Bhagat Giving Fund
Deepa Sharan
Prem Sharma
Skender Foundation
Rachel Subramanian
Barbara Sweeney
Sandip Talele
Anu Thakrar
The Gangwal Foundation
Steven and Vivian Thomas
Anju Tomar

2019 DONORS

City of Chicago Department of Family & Support Services
Emergency Food & Shelter Program
Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority
Illinois Department of Human Services

U.S. Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime
U.S. Department of Justice Office on Violence Against 

Women
Office of the Illinois Attorney General

Government Funders

AbbVie Foundation
Albert Pick Jr. Fund
Alphawood Foundation
Anonymous Foundation
BMO Harris Bank, N.A.
Byline Bank
Chicago Community Trust
Chicago Foundation for Women
The Crown Family
Greer Foundation

Michael Reese Health Trust
Owens Foundation
Polk Bros Foundation
PwC Charitable Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Sasha GM Shaikh Foundation
Susan Crown Exchange
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
VNA Foundation

Corporate & Foundation Funders

Thank you to our government and foundation funders, our 
corporate sponsors and corporate matching funders, our 
individual donors and in-kind donors
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2019 DONORS 2019 DONORS

Anuradha and Mayank Tripathi
Umair Uddin
Beata Weiss

$100–$499 
Minakshi Acharya
Manoj Adhikari
Anju Agarwal
Pallav Agarwala and Neha Gill
Anshula Ahluwalia
Yogi Ahluwalia
Aakarsh and Neha Ahuja
Niraj Ajmere
Ahmed Akhtar
Aiman Akhtar
Moonis Ally
Merkys Gomez and Mike 

Bundesmann
Applegate and Thorne-Thomsen
Tyonne Anderson
Sulaiman Ansari
Ann Marie Arden
Amit and Shweta Arora
Anita Arora
Ashish and Mona Khanna Family 

Charitable Gift Fund
Jamie Ayers
Kanya Babu
Rohini Bahl
Sarah Baker
Ahmad Bashir
Amanda Basil
Diane Batts
Susan Bennett
David Berkow
Between Friends
Meena Beyers
Chander Bhasin
Sonal Bhatia
Nikhil and Anjali Bhatt
William Blount
Rubina Bokhari
Peter Bond
Pandu and Mani Bonthala
Christopher Bowen
Angela Bowman
Megan Bradley
Sheldon Braun
James Burton

Amanda Cage
Mary Cage
Calmoseptine, Inc.
Crystal Chan
Rakesh Chandra
Rohit Chandra
Prasad and Nivedita Chappidi
Praveen Chathappuram
Rambha Chaudhary
Genious Chaudhry
Samina Chaudhry Khan
Reetu Chauhan
Anshika Chawla
Madhavi Cherukuri
Pessoolal Chhabria
Sameer Chhabria
Trikone Chicago
Anju Chopra
Rakesh and Anju Chugh
Suzy and Jon Cobin
Rori Coleman
Stacy Collins
Diane Corbett
Kathleen Cronin
Ravi Dabas
Suniti and Vinod Dalal
Suniti Dalal
Sanjay Darji
Anamika Das
Elizabeth Davis
Susheela Dayal
Diane Dere
Alpaa Desai
Samir Desai
Rohini Dey
Reshma Dhake
Vidysagar and Nagamani Dharmapuri
Carrie Di Santo
Chad Doobay
Alyson Dorfman
Anshu Dubey
Lisa Dunsky
Masarrat Ekram
Scott, Lindsey, Colbee and Miles Entin
Elizabeth Erlich
Noemi Flores
Lisa Frohmann
Dalia Galvan
Rimsha Ganatra
Mona Gandhi
Kittu Garg

Priya Garg
Ronti Ghosh
Bimal Goel
David Goldberg
Danica Goodell
Kalvin Goodman
Vidyavathi Gopal
Rema Govind
Pravesh Goyal
Sarita Goyal
Seth Gransky
Andrea Graunke
Joseph Graves
Suzanne Grigalunas
Mo Guilfoile
Sendhil Revuluri and Venu Gupta
Simta Gupta
Valli Gupta
Preeti Gupta Vora
Farah Hameed
Mark Hamilton
Natalie Hansen
Priya Harjani
Harmony Chapter No 9
Laura Harper
Robert Harris
Devin Harsh Panchal
Pamela Hazard
Price and Sue Eng Hodson
Michael Hogan
Kelly Horwitz
Fred Huang
Julie and Tom Huske
Edina Huskic
Emina Huskic
Safwan Islam
Apoorva Iyengar
Mohan Iyer
Mike Jackson
Jagjit and Rani Jain
Sumeena Jairaj
Supriya Jasuja
Thomas Jensen
Lachhman Jindal
Dana Johnson
Shari Johnson
Igor and Lila Jokanovic
Jane Jorgensen
Lakshmi Kadiyala
Sheila Kalsi
Avani Kamdar

Mavenvalen Kamdar-Collins
Tanvi Kapatral
Vivek Kapoor
Indersen Karna
Katten Muchin Rosenman
Raji Kaur
Pooja Kaw
David and Avery Keller
Kate Kelliher
Bill Kelly
John Kerastas
Hiba Khan
Sharon Khurana
Carter Klein
Youngmee Ko
Praveen Kosuri
Neeru and Ajay Kothari
Patricia Kratochwill
Vish and Diana Krishnan
Nilofer Kulam
Romesh Kumar
Kumud Barman Family Fund
Roopal Kundu
Thomas Kurian
Caroline Kwon
Jennifer Lang
Robert Libman
Neena Litton
Katherine Lobo
Hina Lodhi
Longacre Chicago
Rachel Loth
Susan Lynch
Sabina Maddila
Aatish Madhiwala
Michelle Magnaye
Sangeeta Mahajan
Vijay Mahajan
Aarti Malik
Asfa Malik
Sumit Manchanda
Hena Mansori
Madhuri Mansukhani
Rama Mantena
Gina Mcbride
Mary Mcclelland
Nick Mehta
Tejal Mehta
Anthony Mentz
William Miceli
Danica Milenkovich

Jeremie Miller
Rikki Mistry
Dimple Modgil
Danial Mohiuddin
Jagadish and Gouri Moorthy Chander
Kazi Muhsin
Sabeeha Mukit
Haresh and Devyani Muni
Anonymous Donor
Irene Mv
Shruti Nagar
Ajay Nagarkatte
Chitra Nair
Leena Nanda
Debbie Nanda Mccartney
Neeraj Nangia
Pramod and Kamayani Narang
Randy Nasatir
Shefali Nathan
Roshini Neduvelil
John Nelson
Greg Nikitas
John Ocallaghan
Stephen Oconnor
Pelumi Ogunlana
Optimize Sales
Fowad Paloba
Deepika Pandey
Medha Pandey
Arti Parikh
Alap Patel
Axita Patel

Binal and Trupti Patel
Jig Patel
Lara Patel
Mamta Patel
Navin Patel
Prashant Patel
Sapan Patel
Sheenal Patel
Shilpa Patel
Sneha Patel
Lina Patel Parekh
Asha Patnaik
Ross Pazzol
Adele Peskin
Maria Phillips
Andrew Pigott
Nick Pinto
Jay Pithadia
Kass Plain
Paige Ponder
Margaret Powell
Julie Prado
Naveen Prashantham
Jennifer Pro
Sherry Quam Taylor
Clare Quish
Atika Qureshi
Padma Rajagopal
Priya Rajan
Raj and Kanchana Rajasekhar
Ami Rajpurkar
Hema Ramaswamy
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2019 DONORS 2019 DONORS

Michele Randall
Raheel Rao
Rupa Reddy
Relativity
Twanna Richmond
Rebecca Riegert
Shannon Riordan
Lois Romano
Alan and Debra Rosenberg
Anonymous Foundation
Deepti Sahrawat
Anju Saraswat
Jitendra Saraswat
Vijay Sarthy
Rani Saxena
Shilpi Saxena
Asif and Shaheen Sayeed
Midtown Physicians SC
Cynthia Schalk
Shelley Schanfield
Bipin and Kailas Shah
Hetal Shah
Jagdish and Vandana Shah
Meeta Shah
Monali Shah
Neil Shah
Priya Shah
Shivani and Anand Shah
Swati Shah
Tina Shah
Aparna Sharma
Monika Sharma
Rakesh Sharma
Sujatha Shenoy

Meghal Sheth
Michelle Shinn
Farrah Siddiqui
Irfan Siddiqui
Samiyah Siddiqui
Carole Silver
Sarah Siskind
Anne Skallerup
Gregory Skony
Small Restaurant Company
Mary Smude-Fasching
Sufyan Sohel
Maya Solis
Alexandra Solomon
Ian Solomon
Robin Sproul
Kartik Sreenivasan
Peter Stavropoulos
Amy Stern
Michael Sternklar
Seshadri Sundaram
Usha Sundaram
Jacqueline Susic Koustrup
Taj Syed
Gabriel and Joan Szekely
Nita Talwar
Vidush Talwar
Upneet Teji
Jigisha Thakkar
Mavi Thakkar
Thakkar Charity
Nalini Thakrar
The Fun Group of Chicago
The Gelber Foundation

Linda Tortolero
Janet Troyke
Donna and Ralph Tsuruda
Reet Uppal
M V
Nidhi Vaid
Donna Van De Water
George Varghese
Sylvia Vatuk
Vijayalakshmi Veeraraghavan
Solange Velazquez
Kumar Venkataraman
Jerry Verghese
Sonu Verghese
Preeti Verma
Sarine Wadhwa
Sushma Wadhwa
Geeta Wadhwani
Dana Wagner Day
David Wahl
Ching Eng Wang
Erica Wang
Jennifer Wang
Stacy Ward
Usha and Darsh Wasan
Julie Weber
Elizabeth West
Pamela Wilson
Rathna Yallapragada
Joan Yohanan
Jenifer Zacharias
Martin and Pamela Zadigian
Zadigian Family Giving Fund
Kristin Zelkowitz
Libing Zeng
Gabrielle Zenoni

Corporate Matching 
Donors
Abbott Laboratories
AbbVie Inc.
Alliance Data
Allstate
Autodesk
CME Group
Exelon
Frontier Capital Management 

Company, LLC
Google

IBM
Microsoft
Morningstar, Inc.
Motorola Solutions Foundation

In-Kind Donors
A Safe Haven
Aemen Hussain
Afsa Malik
Air Aerial Fitness
Anila Arif
Art of Dosa
Ashley Tsuruda
Asra Ali
Azusa Liquors
Bahama Breeze
Bang Bang Pie
Barcocina
Be Yoga Andersonville
Bloom Yoga Studio
Blow Out Junkie
BMO Harris Bank, N.A.
Bombay Wraps
Bradford World Renown Portraiture
Breathru Beverage
Breeze Art Creatives
Brookside Painting
Callie Johnson
Chicago Athletic Clubs
Chicago Bears
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Pizza Tours
Chicago Police Department and 

Aileen Robinson
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Wolves
Chocolat Uzma Sharif
Cindy Fey
Circesteem
ComedySportz
Cooper’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant
Corepower Yoga
Cross Town Fitness
Dana Smith
DePaul Athletics
Dollar Tree
Dovetail Brewery
Dunkin Donuts
Dyson
Ebert Studio

Edge of Sweetness
Eli’s Cheesecake
Embellish Boutique
Emerald City
Enchanted Castle
Evanston High School
Fatimah Salami 
Fay Clayton Donor Advised Fund 
Feminine Comique
First Ascent
Five Guys
Float Sixty
Formento’s
Fox Bowl
Freazer Dandena 
Gayle V’s Best Ever Grilled Cheese
Gaylord Fine Indian Cuisine
Gena Hull
Gene Siskel Film Center
GNS Market
Goodman Theater
Grand Trunk Road
Hakka Bakka Kati Rolls
Hip Circle Empowerment Center
Holiday World and Splashin’ Safari
Hubbard Inn
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police
Illinois Shakespeare Festival
Innovative Dining Group
Joshua Gold
Julie Dawson Artist Inc.

Junaid Ahmed, Menjinder Bhambra 
and Zahid Hameed 

Kama Bistro
Katie Watson
Kind Bars
Koval Distillery
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants
Lily Prado
Loyola University Panhellenic Council
Lula Café
Magnificent Smile
Mango Pickle
Megan Mardy
Mild 2 Spicy
Mumbai Tandoor
Munster Restaurant Group
Nisha Kishore 
Northwestern Athletics
Old Town School of Folk Music
Omer Farooque and Moeena Khan-

Farooque
Pallari Shah
PANG Organic Tea
Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
PepsiCo
Pita Inn
Piven Theatre Workshop
Puja Patel
Rayan’s Liquors
Red Twist Theatre
Revolution Brewing
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2019 DONORS

Apna Ghar Staff

Neha Gill, Executive Director 
Hina Lodhi, Operations Manager

DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCE

Ashley Tsuruda, Development Manager 
Uneza Akhtar, Development Manager
Murtaza Ali, Accountant
Terry Bishop, CPA, Core Financial 
Outsourcing, Inc.

PROGRAMS

Meher Rehman, Programs Manager
Sara Heidbreder, Programs Supervisor

OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

Radhika Sharma, Manager
Kavita D’Souza, Community Liaison

HOUSING

Claire Ramos, Transitional Housing 
Coordinator 

Natalie Sitwell, Housing Advocate
Tashana Mattis, Housing Advocate
Mutaal Khan, Housing Advocate
Anissa Hajaree, Housing Advocate
Candice Chism, Housing Advocate
Alejandra Fuentes, Housing Advocate

COUNSELING AND CASE 
MANAGEMENT

Samina Kausar, Suburban Services 
Coordinator & Counselor 

Kelebe Eshetu, South Side Coordinator 
& Case Manager

Quinn Davis, Counselor and Medical 
Advocate

Emma Mamis, Counselor
Kanika Shirole, Counselor
Sarah Pajeau, Case Manager
Mahreen Iqbal, Case Manager

ADVOCACY

Tegest Tesfaw, Legal Advocate
Abby Downey, Legal Advocate
Victoria Reyes, Legal Advocate
Chantel Eison, Legal Advocate
Mohammad Usman Kamran, Legal 
Advocate

Emily Prisuta, SVSE Advocate 
Sheila Shankar, SVSE Advocate 
Emma Gross, SVSE Advocate 
Caileen Connolly, SVSE Advocate

Staff as of May 2020

Apna Ghar Board of Directors

Alpa Jayanti Patel, President
Shalini Sahrawat, Vice President
Vineeta Bonthala, Secretary
Masoom Ahmed, Treasurer
Sameer Chhabria, Member-At-Large
Saiyed G. Rabbani
Ash Luthra
Tapan Nagori
Tina Sundaram
Beata Weiss
Bhavini Desai
Deepa Sharan
Nancy Maldonado

ALUMNI BOARD

Danial Noorani, Chair
Kanta Khipple
Prem Sharma
 Usha Wasan
Ketki Parikh

Board members as of May 2020

Ritu Kathpalia
Roma Bhattacharjee
Ronti Ghosh
Saad Shahab
Shalini Sahrawat
Shedd Aquarium
Shred415
Siren Salon
Somrus
St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Church 

of Chicago
Stans Donuts

Starbucks
Sudesh Dhingra
Sudha Saxena
Teddie Kossof
The Great Escape Room
The Magnificent Smile
The Peace School
The Rosenthal Group
The Theatre School at DePaul
The VIG Chicago
Thousand Waves Martial Arts and Self 

Defense

Timeline Theatre
Trader Joe’s
U.S. Securities and Exchange 

Commission
Uncommon Ground
Vajra
Vermilion
Wines For Humanity
Yuri Georiev

This list reflects donors from January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019. Thank you to all donors who wish to 
remain anonymous. Our apologies if we have inadvertently missed anyone from this list. 
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TOGETHER  
WE CAN END 

GENDER  
VIOLENCE

24-Hour Crisis Support
Phone: (773) 334 4663   •  Text : (773) 899 1041  •  Email: Help@apnaghar.org

4350 NORTH BROADWAY, 2ND FLOOR • CHICAGO, IL 60613
UPTOWN: 773 883 4663 • SKOKIE: 847 983 4099 • ASHBURN: 773 697 3272

APNAGHAR.ORG • @APNAGHARINC

VOLUNTEER

Volunteer at special events  
and fundraisers.

Partner with us on group 
volunteer opportunities.

Take our 40-Hour Domestic 
Violence training and work 
directly with survivors.

INVEST 

Donate by mail, online, and/
or bank transfer.

Become a recurring donor.

Sponsor our events.

Ask your company to match 
your gift.

Include us in your wills, trusts 
or estates.

INSPIRE

Share your support of Apna 
Ghar with your networks.

Host an event to raise 
awareness and support for 
Apna Ghar.

Highlight Apna Ghar on 
your website, blog and social 
media.


